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= BERUA EE) tet withthe goat” 
| U2zes TO FACE ‘Australia. ‘will be hoping 


By Arvind Hickman — Angola in their final group gave away asilly goal, which for a reversal of the 1-0 loss 
a _ nwteh, afier being a goal made things really difficul, to Brazil in the 1999 UI7 
A ustralia will face down and having striker From then on, while we still WYC final, but coach 


defending champi- Scott McDonald sent off. controlled the majority of the Postgcolglou is just relieved 
‘ons Brazil in the ‘The crucial equaliser came game ang, created the © have advanced after a 
Round of 16 at the U20 in the 82nd minute from the chances, Anala sat back on nerve wracking game, 
FIFA World Youth penalty spot after Kevo their lead, and seemed very “Everyone over here is 
Championships in Cordoba — Gulesserian was fouled inthe _ happy to do that. over the moon with our 
this Thursday (AEST), in box. Sydney Olympic striker “When Scotty progress, we're through to 
what will bea re-match of Greg Owens became an (McDonald) was sent off, the the next round, and whether 
instant hero after calmly con- players could have chucked We finished first, second or 
at coincides —_Verting the pressure kick, the towel in, buttotheircred- third in the group really 
with their senior colleagues Coach, Ange Postecoglou it they showed a lot of char- doesn’t matter, we're guaran- 
flawless outing against New made five changes to his acter, continued trying tocre- teed another 90 minutes on 
Zealand, whom they thrashed starting line-up from the ate the opportunities and play the park, 
4-1 on Sunday to cruise into team that Jost 3-0 to the football, and were finally 
the final round 2002 World Czech Republic on Friday 


Cup qualifiers on a 6-1 morning, and was pleased Z 
aggregate score. with. the team's overall pere How They Finished 
The Young Socceroos — formance, 
“We started today’s game (Group D) 


earned the right to progress 
with a gutsy 1-1 draw against very well but then went and 
it j 1. Angola 
2. Czech Republic 
3, Australia 
4, Japan 


SORRY MATE, 
BETTER LUCK | 
NEXT TIME 
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Australia's U20 midfielder, Nick Carle (10) shields the ball from an Angolan opponent during their 

World Youth Championship clash in Argentina, early yesterday. The 1-1 result enabled Australia to 
book its ticket to the second round of the competition. 


Chris Zoricich (left) New Zealand national captain being consoled by 
Australian striker, John Aloisi at the end of the 4-1 win by the 
Socceroos, last Sunday in Sydney. 
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Kisnorho tipped for 
Souths top award 


20 Socceroo and 
South Melbourne 
Soccer Club 


defender Patrick Kisnorbo 
could become the youngest 
South Melbourne ‘Player 
of the Year’ in over a 
4 decade. 

4 # Kisnorbo, the 20-year-old 
Z i ‘ unknown entity at the begin- 
ning of the season, was last 
week named amongst a 
short-list of five senior play- 
ers in-line for the club's top 
honour. 

If victorious, Kisnorbo 
will become the youngest 
player to achieve this acco- 
lade since Paul Trimboli 
claimed the award as a 19- 
year old in his debut season 
with the club in 1988. 

Kisnorbo, who is current- 
ly with the Australian squad 
at the Youth World 
Championship in Argentina, 
arose from absolute obscuri- 
ty at the beginning of the 
season when he was promot- 
ed from the Youth team to 
participate in pre-season 
friendly matches. 

The youngster was uti- 
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Petersen to fill the void left 
by injured defender Robert 
Liparoti, and after a stunning 
performance in Round One, 
cemented his position and 
played in all but six of South 
Melbourne’s matches. this 
season. 

The short-list of players, 
which also includes Con 
Boutsianis, Steve Pano- 
poulos, Mehmet Durakovic 
and Michael Petkovic, will 
be reduced to only three 
nominees with the winner (o 
be announced at the club's 
prestigious Annual Ball & 
Awards Ceremony at the 
Grand Hyatt on Saturday 30 
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Australia's U20 Socceroo’ striker, Gregory Owens (left) chests the ball followed = Czech Tomas 
Glos in their clash at the FIFA World Youth Championship, last week in Argentina. 


Without Milicevic, U20s 
crumble to Czechs 


‘oung Socceroo captain 
Ljubo Milicevic ended his 
2001 FIFA World Youth 
Championship outing in 
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Argentina, after being injured in 
Australia’s opening 2-0 win over 
Japan earlier last week. 

Milicevic was stretchered-off the 
field in the 86th minute after injur- 
ing his knee in a clash with a 
Japanese player, and — while 
overnight x-rays cleared him of any 
breaks, the Perth Glory defender is 
expected to be out of action for up to 
two months, 

The injury to Milicevic saw 
Wayne Shroj captaining the U20 
Socceroos in the ill-fated 3-0 defeat 
at the hands of Czech Republic. 

“Tt was a very disappointing 
result and game against the 
Czechs.We didn’t play well, and 
considering we had played so well 
in our opening encounter against 
Japan, against the Czechs it was a 
huge let down,” said coach Angie 
Postecoglou after the game. 

“There's no doubt that losing 
Ljubo (Milicevic) left.a big hole in 
the team, he's the kind of guy who 
could have steadied the ship, and 
that was his role, both in the back- 
line and as captain, yes, we did miss 
him on the park, but he’s not avail- 
able to us anymore, and we can’t use 
that as an excuse,” he continued. 

Postecoglou, while disappointed 
for both Milicevic and the team, is 
also relieved that the injury was not 
as drastic as first thought, 

“Currently, he’s on crutches, and 
there’s a lot of swelling and obvi- 
ously pain, and naturally he was 
very very disappointed, because he’s 
geared his whole year, and his career 
towards playing here, and for this to 
happen is a big blow, but we were all 
very fearful that it was a lot worse, 
so overall, everyone is relieved that 
he won't be out for 12 months. 

“Ljubo opted to return to 
Australia to begin his recovery as 
soon as possible, so we'll wait a 
couple of days for the swelling to go 
down, and he was likely to be back 
in Australia some time over the 
weekend.” 

“Apart from being a great player, 
Ljubo was a natural leader of this 


Ljubo Milicevic: World Cup 
hopes ends in tatters. 
group and did all the right things in 
looking after the boys, but someone 
is going to have to step up,” he con- 

tinued. 
“In the short term, Patrick 
Kisnorbo was the natural choice to 


By Graham Cooke 


anberra Cosmos 
midfielder Andy 
Rayanello is the lat- 


est signing by ACT 
Premiership leaders 
Canberra Deakin, his man- 
agement company Zenith 
Football Management, 
announced last week. 


and I'm happy he did a good job.” 


RAVANELLO LINKS-UP 
WITH DEAKIN 


Zenith representative Brad 
Levy said the move was 
+ important for Ravanello, as it 
would mean he could main- 
tain match fimess during the 
long NSL off-season. 
“It is our aimeto haye our 
clients fully prepared when 
NSL clubs resume training, so 


they show up well,” Levy: 


said. 
Tt will be like coming home 


lized by former coach Mike 


June 2001, 


for Ravanello, the former 
Weston Creek Royals junior | 
who got his. first taste of | 
senior soccer with Deakin in | 
the NSW: State League back 
in the 1980s. 

Zenith have recently signed. 
up Shane Lyons, bringing to 
eight the number of Cosmos 
players from last season on 
their books. 
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WOLVES SIGN BABIC, PICK 
YOUNG AS NEW SK 


ollongong Wolves 
have proudly 
announced the sign- 


ing of Zeljko (Sean) Babic, as 
the first new player to join the 
Club ,in preparation for the 
defence of the back to back 
Championships won over the 
last two seasons, 


Stuart Young: Wolves’ 
new skipper stepping into 
Matt Horsley’s shoes. 


2 #STRALIAN-AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JUNE 26, 2001. 


Babic, a former Socceroo and 
Marconi player of four years, has 
recently returned from Belgium 
after playing with St, Truiden and 
is keen to be part of a Wollongong 
team that will be striving for a 
third successive Championship. 

Wolves General Manager 
Graeme Haney said “the Club was 
delighted to have acquired the 
such a quality player as Zeljko. He 
is extremely quick, has excellent 
touch and is deadly in front of 
goal. He is also very experienced 
and should ensure that in conjune- 
tion with Sasho Petrovski and 
newly appointed Club Captain, 
Stuart Young, the goals will con- 
tinue to flow next season.” 

The signing was completed 
today in Wollongong’s newly- 
named “Champions Plaza” which 
has been the celebration location 
of three National Championships 
in the last thirteen months (Wolves 
National. Soccer League 
1999/2000, 2000/2001 & Hawks 


National Basketball 
2000/2001). 

In announcing the signing, 
Haney advised Wolves fans they 
could expect more good news in 
the near future as negotiations 
with several other quality players 
were progressing well, for what 
will be an exciting and extremely 
competitive team next season. 

Stuart Young was also officially 
named the Wolves’ new “Club 
Captain” for next season, during a 
media conference held in 
Wollongong’s —_newly-named 
“Champions Plaza” last week. 

Wolves General Manager 
Graeme Haney said “the Club was 
pleased Stuart, who has recently, 
re-signed for another three years, 
had accepted the role. It seemed a 
natural progression, considering 
the media officer position Stuart 
currently undertakes”, 

“Stuart is both very competent 
and comfortable representing the 
Club. ate public functions and 


League 


[PPER 


events, and although his is well 
aware of how big the task will be, 
given the superb efforts of Matt 
Horsley over, many years, he is 
extremely honoured and proud to 
accept the appointment", Haney 
said. 

In accepting the new role 
Young, said “I'm delighted to be 
selected as the Wolves’ new Club 
Captain and will strive to be wor- 
thy of the appointment”, He also 
stressed that the tole of “Team 
Captain” on the field, was yet to 
be determined and that their were 
several candidates amongst. the 
senior player ranks that were more 
than capable fulfilling that 
demanding and inspirational role.” 

Young also was enthusiastic 


“about the signing of former 


Socceroo and Marconi player 
Zeljko (Sean) Babic who along 
with Sasho Petrovski and Young 
should ensure plenty of goals for 
the Wolves next season. 
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All Whites whitewashed! 


AUSTRALIA 


NEW ZEALAND 


By Emma Nwaneri Emma Nwaneri 


DD cl we con- 


trolled the game 

from start to fin- 
ish. We got four goals and I 
thought we could have had 
more.” 

With those — words, 
Socceroos’ coach, Frank 
Farina summarised his team’s 
comprehensive conquest of 
their Trans-Tasman foes, New 
Zealand’s All Whites last 
Sunday inside the bowels of 
the expansive Stadium 
Australia. 

A convincing 4-1 win over 
the Kiwis thrilled Farina to no 
end, as well as the 41,976 
cheering faithfuls that turned 
out to oversee the mauling, 
New Zealand, clearly, were 
streets behind the smoking 
Aussies in this deciding sec- 
ond leg of their Oceania 
World Cup qualifying playoff 
in Sydney's Stadium 
Australia, 

Farina barely hid his 
delight after the match, prais- 
ing his team's performance. 
He couldn't have asked for 
more from this bunch. 

Team skipper Paul Okon 
was equally pleased with a job 
welldone: “To score four 
goals in front of a fantastic 
tum-out is great and the moti- 
vation was obviously to qual- 
ify and to improve on our sec- 
ond half performance from 
Wednesday night and 1 think 
we did that,” 

The Socceroos continued 
from where they let off four 
days earlier in Wellington, 
when David Zdrilie drilled the 
opener into the net in the 6th 
minute, after conjuring a solo 
run from the middle. 

In the 19th minute, 
Emerton escaped along. the 
touchline, before cutting the 
ball back but Stan Lazaridis’ 
shot was blocked for a corner 
by a New Zealand defender. 
Lazaridis whipped the first of 
thirteen eventual corners in 
from the right, only for Tony 
Popovie’s fierce-header from 
six yards to be tipped over the 
bar by Batty’s outstretched 
hand. 

‘The Kiwis struggled to find 
any sort of rhythm in the first 
half with Okon and Josip 
Skoko running the show in the 
midfield, : 

In the 32nd minute, 
Emerton won a free kick 
26metres out when he was 
brought down from 
behindafter one of his mazy 
runs. Skoko, Australia’s dead- 
ball specialist, curled a right 
foot effort just wide of the 
right hand post. 

Wellington hero Brett 
Emerton doubled the lead in 
the 37th minute when he ran 
away with the ball in a light- 
ening counter-attack. He 
blasted past a badly-exposed 
Jason Batty in goal for the All 
Whites, to register what was 


(Australia wins 6-1 aggregate) 


later confirmed to be 
Australials 70th goal of their 
2002 World Cup qualifying 
campaign. 

Soon after, Korean referee, 
Jong Chul Kwon, who had 
drawn the ire of the crowd 
with a rather-questionable 
caution to Okon, offered a 
lifeline to the All Whites by 
pointing to the spot after Tony 
Vidmar brought Jon Perry 
down in the box. New 
Zealand immediately accept- 
ed the gift and halved the 
deficit from the penalty spot 
through Vaughan Coveny who 
shot low and hard past Mark 
Schwarzer in goal for the 
Socceroos. 

‘On resumption in the sec- 
ond half, the Aussies contin- 
ued their ~—_ no-nonsense 
‘approach with Stan Lazaridis 
and the unstoppable Brett 
Emerton tormenting the All 
Whites on the flanks. Shaun 
Murphy, who had come in for 
a slightly-injured Tony 
Popovic in the first half, con- 
tained whatever threat the 
hugely-disappointing Kiwis 
manged to pose through the 
tireless running of young 
Simon Elliot and key striker, 
Vaughan Coveny. 

John Aloisi restored 
Australials two-goal cushion 
in the 56th minute when the 
impressive Emerton again 
escaped his marker to deliver 
‘a deep cross from the right. It 
found Zdrilic, whose left foot 
volley beat Batty, leaving 
Aloisi to. tap-in the simplest 
of goals from close range. 

New Zealand responded to 
this precarious state of affairs 
by introducingstriker Paul 
Urlovie for Mark Atkinson. 


David Zdrilic (second from left) celebrates scoring his first goal with teammates during their Oceania 
World Cup qualifier second leg against New Zealand in Syeney: 


His immediate contribution 
was however picking-up a 
yellow card for a late tackle 
on Skoko. 

In the 58th minute Urlovic 
was however brilliantly set up 
by Coyeny but his shot from 
about ten yards amazingly 
missed the target and instead 
flashed across. Schwarzer's 
goal for a goal kick. 

With the game an hour old, 
Farina attempted to inject 
some life into the proceedings 
by making a double substitu- 
tion. Okon and Skoko, who 
both picked up yellow cards 
went out for Steve Horvat and 
Marco Bresciano respectively. 
‘The captain armband was then 
transfered to fullback, Kevin 
Muscat. 


Bresciano immediately 
made his presence felt in his 
international debut on 


Australian soil by driving the 
Socceroos attack forward with 
incisive passes. One of those 


Australia’s goalscorer Brett Emerton (left) 
challenges with New Zealand's Ivan Vicelich for a 
header during the first leg match in Wellington. 


passes fell to Emerton in the 
65th minute, but Batty pushed 
his effort to safety. 

Despite the 3-1 scoreline, 
New Zealand looked more 
dangerous in the second half 
just as was the case in the first 
leg, but the resolute Aussie 
defending never gave> them 
any room. 

Alois} found the net again 
in the 70th minute, but his 
effort was disallowed for off- 
side as he buried a Zadrilic 
cross from the middle. 

New Zealand skipper Chris 
Zoricich tried to lifthis team’s 
morale with a 40-yard free 
kick but it merely flew over 
the bar on 79th minute. 

Undaunted, Chris Killen 
found some rare space in the 
Aussie backline to shoot 
straight at Schwarzer. 

The big goalie responded 
clinically to the danger by 
diving low to his left to 
smother Killen’s sharp deliv- 
ery. 

‘Once again, Urlovic tested 
Schwarzer in the 81st minute 
with a surprise shot which the 
Middlesbrough goaltender — 
teammate with Okon in the 
English premiership — held 
first time, 4 

Despite these scattered 
attempts at Australia’s goal, it 
was at the other end that 
sparks flew for one last time 
on the day, Zdrilic, who 
opened the floodgates, even- 
tually signed-off in the 85th 
minute when he slammed 
home the rebound to his initial 
effort which was blocked by 
Batty. Lazaridis had slid the 
ball to him after a great run 
down the left flank, 

Lazaridis had a chance of 
his own just minutes later but 
he failed to beat an onrushing 
Batty as he charged into the 
box. 

It was to be the last chapter 
in a story of professional dis 
play by the Socceroos who 
clearly demonstrated their 
willingness to pick Australia’s 
first. world cup. ticket. in 
28years. With Sunday's excel- 
lent display, few among the 
happy crowd in the stadium 
will doubt their ability to 


AUSTRALIA 4 
(Zane 61, 83, Emerton 37, 
Aloisi 56) 


“NEW ZEALAND) 1 


(Coveny 44) 

Australia: Mark 
Schwarzer, Tony _ Vidmar, 
Tony Popovic — (Shaun 
Murphy 36), Craig Moore, 
Keyin Muscat, Stan 
Lazaridis, Josip koko 


(Marco Bresciano 60), Paul 
Okon (Steve Horvat 60), 


Brett Emerton, David 
Zarilic, John Aloisi. 
New Zealand: Jason 


Batty, Ivan Vicelich, Ryan 
Nelsen, Chris Zoricich, 
Jonathan Perry (Gerard 
Davis 79’), Simon Elliott, 
Mark Atkinson (Paul Urlovic 
461), Chris Jackson, Noah 
Hickey, Chris Killen, 


Vaughan Coveny. 


John Aloisi (right) in an aerial tussle with New Zealand defenders during 
Sunday's second leg in Sydney. 


achieve this oft-elusive target 
of Australian soccer. 

Farina was inevitably full 
of praise for Emerton, who 
had a hand — or better still, a 
leg — in all Australia’s goals. 
“| honestly believe that he’s 
just starting out. It’s quite 
frightening that he is only 22 
years of age, and I only see 
bigger and better things for 
Breit.” He was also very 
pleased with the understand- 
ing between Zdrilic and 
Aloisi, who had all along 
been criticised as being goal- 
shy. 

“You guys will have to stop 
saying that the strikers aren’t 
scoring now. I’m very happy 
for both of them.” 

The Socceroos will next 
play the fifth-placed South 
American qualifier over two 
legs in November for a place 
in the 2002 World Cup finals. 


= 


‘oung Socceroo’s — 
captain Ljubo 
Milicevic has 


in 
| Australia, after being a 
injured in- “the team’s 


arrived back — 


‘opening 2-0 victory, over 
Japan. 


“Tm obviously very i 
disappointed that my cam- 


paign is over, but Pm 
looking forward 10 cheer- 
ing on my team-mates 
from Melbourne,” he said 
on arrival puayy morn= 


Hgament and stretching 


MILICEVIC 


_ well as severely bruising 


Serene 


HOME 


-_ Ljubo Milicevic 
ligaments and tendons, as 


the knee cap, when an 
opponent fell across his 


He is expected to be out | 
Of action for up to two 
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AST SUNDAY’s inter- 
ational between 
Australia and New Zealand 
played at the already partly 
reconfigurated Stadium 
Australia, saw the 41,976 
Soccer fans giye the 
Stadium the thumbs up. 

Gone is the Olympic 
running track, 

The majority of the 
North and. South lower 
seating bowl has been 
moved 15 metres closer to 
the playing pitch, 


Stadium 


494, 


The mega Stadium that 
staged the Sydney 
Olympics last year, is 
undergoing a massive $70 
million reconfiguration 
project due for completi- 
tion by the start of 2003, 

This project will shrink 
the Stadium’s capacity 
down to a more moderate 
80,000 seated people and 
will embrace movable sec- 
tions of seating, 

Most thankfully, the two 
monsterous, — sky-licking 
sections right behind both 
goals, were sealed off to the 
public for Sunday’s World 
Cup qualifier, 

This had the effect of 
creating a much tighter 
and fuller atmosphere in 
the Eastern and Western 
stands that hug the side- 
lines, 

999 

laying for one’s country, 

(in any sport), is the 
absolute ultimate, 

That, is certainly unques- 
tionable. 

However last Wednesday 
night in Wellington, whilst 
the respective national 
anthems were being played 
at the Westpac Stadium, one 
could be forgiven if he was in 
any doubt about this fact of 
life. 

When ‘Advance Australia 
Fair’ was played first, the 
television camera panned 
down the Australian starting 
eleven. 

FOUR, of the Aussie 
players, held their right arms 
across their chests and coy- 
ered their hearts with their 
fight hand. 

What happened to the 
other SEVEN “Aussies'? 

When it came to the 
Kiwis’ Anthem, guess what? 

Even worse. 

Only TWO New 
Zealanders held their right 
hands across to coyer their 
hearts, 

Did this mean that 16 ‘for- 
eigners’ were representing 
New Zealand and Australia? 

Last Sunday in the return 
leg played in Sydney at stadi- 
um Australia, there was an 


‘improvement’ 

This time, THREE Kiwis 
covered their hearts with 
their right hand 

And for Australia? 

Only Mark Schwarzer, 
Paul Okon, Keyin Muscat 
and Craig Moore felt it fit to 
symbolically pledge their 
patriotic allegiance. 

A word to your players 
Frank about this could be a 
real good idea, methinks, 

Especially if you guys get 
to Japan/Korea next year and 
the World cameras are zoom- 
ing in, 

A small point? 
Far from it, 


003 
well-known — former 
Australian captain, 
(now a well-respected tele- 
vision match analyst), 
strongly and graphically, 
pointed out last week that 
Australia’s crosses should 
be made much deeper into 
‘enemy’ territory. 

With ‘cut-backs’ off the 


Frank Farina: Australia's World Cup manager. 


bye line, defenders are 
forced to face the wrong 
way, giving Australian sup- 
port attackers that definite 
edge. 

Well it seems that certain 
Australian internationals 
took this man’s advice as 
last Sunday against New 
Zealand in Sydney. 

Both left flankers, Tc 
Vidmar and Stan Lazari 


made valiant efforts with 

their crosses from a much 

deeper position, one of 

which yielded Australia’s 

fourth and last goal nailed 

in by striker, David Zdrilic, 
O300 


'OCCER AUS- 

TRALIA’s Stakeholders, 
late last week laid down cer- 
tain plans to assist in reinyig- 
orating the National League. 

These guidelines have 
been blue-printed as recom- 
mendations for the proposed 
new Board Of 
Commissioners of Soccer 
Australia. 


Tony Vidmar: Australia’s brilliant left back. 
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Bye Selina 


The 
were: 

1. That the National 
League be governed by an 
administrative structure simi- 
lar to that of the English 
League. This means thal the 
League itself should become 
autonomous. 

2. A policy to be estab- 
lished that any surplus rev- 
enue coming into Soccer 
Australia’s coffers, be dis- 
tributed fo the Stakeholders, 
in accordance: with the per- 
centage of their stakehold- 
ing-(i.e. 74% to the State 
Federations and 26% to the 
NSL clubs. 


recommendations 


bff Gisenettivge 4%: a i ‘ 
Charlie Perkins: “Shifting the deck chairs around 


on the Titanic. 


3. The National League be 
comprised of al4 club com- 
petition for the Season 
2001/02, including teams 
from the ACT and 
Queensland. 

An NSL official stated 
that ‘our National League 
has languished in the dol- 
drums for far too long and 
it’s time we took positive, 
decisive action to address 
that. 

“At the moment, our 
League lacks direction and 
Corporate support as well as 
marketing,”suggested the 
official. 

Oh really? 

Has it not been the case 
for at least the past 10 years, 
not just now? 

More importantly, who are 
going to be the “people” that 
will be engaged to make all 
this happen? 

If we are talking about a 
reshuffling of current staff 
members, we are wasting 
everyone's time and more 
importantly, money. 


Tt would be, (as our Late 
good friend, Charlie Perkins 
would say), “just shifting the 
deck chairs around on the 
Titanic.” 

Australian Soccer has 
urgently been in need of, 
(and for years), professional 
administrators, hard-liners 
and visionaries, not polished 
politicians. 

Politicians for far too long 
have been allowed to domi- 
nate the scene and just suffo- 
cate our wonderful game. 

0993 
HE AUSTRALIAN 
Soccer media, (espe- 
cially over the past four or 
five years), has been treat- 
ed almost with total disdain 
by our Code’s hierarchy, 

Yet in reality, our Soccer 
authorities lay back and 
actually expect that all our 
Soccer journos do the mar- 
keting and promotions for 
them, 


That's not the media’s 
job. 

Soccer Australia’s public 
relations with our media in 
recent years, have plunged 
to an all time, and most 
unacceptable, low, 

With sheer arrogance, 
the Soccer media is always 
instructed, or herded to 
“here”, “over there”, “you 
can’t do this”, “you can’t 
go there”, “you can’t speak 
to him”, “time’s up”, ete, 
ete. 

Same thing happened 
over in Wellington last 
week, 

Some of the Australian 
journos who took the trou- 
ble to make the crusade 
across the Tasman, were 
largely barred access from 
talking to Australia’s play- 
ers, 

Even blocked out from a 
training session _ held 
behind closed doors. 

Yet the Kiwis, (in vast 
contrast), were pleasantly 
and totally most different. 

All of the Aussie media 


David Woolley: Soccer Australia’s Chiet Executive 
Officer. 


was made most welcomed 
by all the Kiwis, especially 
by manager Ken Dugdale, 
to interview players and 
attend their training ses- 
sions, 

Australian Soccer’s pro- 
file is so low in the general 
public’s eye that it can ill 
afford to treat the media 
with this sheer megaloman- 
ic, non sensical arrogance, 

Aussie Soccer needs 
every little bit of exposure 
it can possibly secure with- 
out being hindered by some 
‘corporate refugees’, flex- 
ing their muscles of author- 
ity and power whilst bar- 
ring members of the media 
from here, and there, 

Wake . up Soccer 
Australia, “Public 
Relations’ means just that. 

A healthy and humble, 
(if that’s possible), relation- 
ship with the media. 

Staff members of Soccer 
Australia must quickly 
understand that they are 
paid ‘servants’ to the code 
and not ‘masters’. 

These over-zealous 
‘creatures’ have steadily 
earned the wrath of many 
members of the Soccer 
Media, 

Mr David Woolley, 
(S.A.’s C.E.O,), isn’t it time 
that you seriously investi- 
gated this area of your 
organisation and cracked 
down on some members of 


your staff and teach them 
how to treat the media? 

My sole voice is far from 
being alone in the wilder- 
ness, 

Qu02 / 

YDNEY OLYMPIC 

could very soon be shift- 
ing ‘house’ for next season if 
the prelimirfary talks held 
last week between two sport- 
ing bodies come to fruition. 

Olympic’s Chairman, 
Nick Politis and General 
Manager Peter Raskopoulos, 
met with the Board Of 
Director of the’ Cronulla 
Rugby Leagues Club. for 
some serious discussions, 

Aemost favourable propos- 
al was tabled to Olympic that 
could see the Sydney side 
dump — Belmore Sports 
Ground as its home-base 
next season and move across 
to ‘Shark Park,’ 

If that happens, Olympic 
will not only play at Sharks 
Park but will also move its 
entire administration centre 
from its present base at 
Hurlstone Park and into a 
section within the Cronulla 
Leagues’ Club, 

Olympic officials are 
understood (0 have already 
done studies of the relevant 
demographics in. the 
Cronulla-Sutherland region 


with favourable figures 
sticking up. 
= goon 


Nick Politis: Sydney Olympic’s Chairman. 
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ERND STANGE, Perth 
Glory’s terminated 
coach, late last week 
‘struck oil’ when he signed 


three years ago, the former 
national coach of East 
Germany, (1983), Stange 
had won over the sporting 


a one year contract to public of Western 
takeover the virtually Australia. 
unknown little national As one journo from 
team of Oman. perth told me recently: 
y 
c : 
eer, , 
Si 


ee, 


Bernd Stange: ‘Strikes oil’ in Oman, 


The small, but oil-satu- 
rated, Middle Eastern 
nation of Oman, has never 
before qualified for World 
Cup Finals. 

The charismatic Stange 
last week replaced Czech 
coach Milan Macala who 
had already guided Oman 
into the second phase of the 
Asian qualifiers. 

Oman is now in Group 
B, alongside China, Qatar, 
U.A.E. and Uzbekistan. 

Since arriving to 
takeover the Perth Glory 


“Bernd will be missed by 
the whole sporting media in 
Western Australia, 

“His style was most 
charismatic and he always 
made himself readily ayail- 
able to help out the media. 

“We'll all miss him 
sadly.” 


‘OMEN’s Soccer in 

the USA, in the space 

ofa very short time, has been 

able to build strong founda- 
tions at club level. 

In fact Womens Soccer in 


. 


Doris Fitschen: Germany's captain, playing in the 
USA today. 


the States today is big busi- 
ness. 

Today, USA clubs employ 
professional players which 
attract crowds of up to 9,000 
for a normal League match. 

For example the Pittsburg 
Chargers have this year con- 
tracted the World Cup cap- 
tain of the German team, 
strong defender, Ms Doris 
Fitschen, who the Americans 
are paying her a flat fee of 
$120,000 per season. 

The USA’s Womens 
Olympic team won the Gold 
Medal at the 1996 Olympic’s 
and took out the World Cup 
final in 1999. 

o000 
HAMBLES last Sunday 
lat Stadium Australia. 

At least 3,000 spectators 
were left totally stranded at 
Gate F because of a 
schemozzle with the 
Stadium’s staff, or lack of. 

Spectators were ordered 
in a disorderly fashion, 
(and without explanation), 
to proceed to the other side 
of the Stadium where they 
were to be admitted. 

Once the small crowd 
got to the other side, it was 
asked by an usher to find 
any available seating— 
irrespective of what seating 
was designated on the tick- 
et. 


This left a lot of the fans 
with most undesirable seats 
near the very tép of the 
highest tier of the main 
grandstand, 

The fracas finally saw 
fans filing into their seats a 
full 25 minutes after kick- 
off. 

There were only two ush- 
ers with mega-phones to 
handle this large mob. 

The ushers could hardly 
be heard above the wild 
commotion that left a large 
section of the supporters 
frustrated as well as angry. 

Irrespective of what the 
fans had paid for their tick- 
ets, (some at $30:00, others 
at $15:00, some even more), 
all these people were herd- 
ed through Gate M and up 
into the clouds, 

Qo000 
ASEY WERHMAN, 
the Perth Glory’s highly 
energetic midfielder is off to 
Norway. 

The former 23 year old lad 
from Mt Isa has signed a 
contract with Norwegian first 


division side Moss FK. 

The transfer deal . is 
believed that it will yield 
$300,000 for the Glory. 


Tt was believed that 


ner in another area. 
Almost unanimously, the 
Australian media pro- 
claimed at just how friend- 
ly, very honest and most 


obliging, they found 
Dugdale to be. 
And that was in 


Wellington last week as 


Kasey Wehrman: Scores contract in Norway. 


Werhman had gone to 
Europe during the last season 
without official permission 
from the Glory, seeking trials 
with dutch giants PSV 
Eindhoven. 


Qg00 
ENNY DUGDALE, 
lew Zealand’s World 
Cup manager, may have 
lost his twin battles against 
the Australian team, but 
certainly was a huge win- 


well as in Sydney over the 
week-end. 

“He’s just a pleasure to 
talk to, very down the line 
and ever so informative,” a 
Sydney Soccer journo stat- 
ed to ‘Good Oil’ last 
Sunday night. 

During his after match 
wrap-up, Dugdale warned 
that the current gap exist- 
ing in quality between 


—S eer 


Kenny Dugdale: New Zealand's World Cup 


manager. 


Australia and New 
Zealand, is going to kéep 
growing wider as N.Z. is 
unable to do anything 
about the huge export of 


Australian players to 
Europe. 
Dugdale dryly delivered: 


“We don’t get the involve- 
ment and experience of 
Europe that Australia is 
getting. “We'll always be 
slower to the ball than 
Australians. 

“You, (Australia), can 
bring out the Brazils and 
Manchester Uniteds. 

“We can only watch 
them on television. 

“Australians are getting 
regular football overseas. 

“We're not as good as 
the Australians and always 
will be. 

“We, (New Zealand), are 
always playing catch-up 
football. 

“We will never be able to 
bridge this gap. 

“ff Australia can beat 
Mexico, France-and Brazil 
in 10 days, FIFA just can- 
not any longer ignore 
Australia’s claim for direct 
passage to the World Cup,” 
ended the affable Dugdale. 

Q000, 


1 assist its commitment 

to foster the develop- 
ment of Junior Soccer in the 
local community, plus to help 
raise funds for all 106 Soccer 
clubs in the Northern Sydney 
region, the Northern Spirit 
EC. has donated a Northern 
Spirit playing strip auto- 
graphed by Robbie Slater. 


Robbie Slater: Helping 
out the kids in Northern 
Sydney. 


club in the 
Gladesville-Hornsby, Ku- 
Ring-Gai and Manly 
Warringah —_ Associations, 
have been given a signed 
Spirit strip to raffle that will 
raise monies for the tender 
grass roots Soccer players 
that run around the local 
parks on week-ends. 

“The kids of Northern 
Sydney are the future of our 
Sport as well as the future of 
the Northern Spirit. If we can 
help them in any way, we 
will do so,” stated Robbie 


Every 


JERTH GLORY yester- 
day afternoon, (Mon- 
day), made the worst kept 
secret official, by announc- 


ABSW (8) 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


Alan Vest: Appointed 
as assistant coach to 
the Perth Glory. 
‘Good Oil’ had alveady 
written this would ulti- 
mately be the case, weeks 

ago. 

But what was not known 
at the time, (and officially 
released only yesterday), 
was that former Director of 
Coaching of W.A., Alan 
Vest, has now been 
appointed as Mich’s assis- 
tant. 

‘Vesty’ for the past 
almost nine years has been 
coaching in the Malaysian 
and Singapore National 
Leagues, eight of those 
years being with Sapawak. 
Vest, who was also 
Newcastle K.B.’s first 
coach in the late 70s, won 
the Malaysian National 
League championship for 
sarawak in 1996, 

Qo03 

IMMY FRASER, the 

former Australian World 
Cup goalkeeping hero, will 
be seen this week on SBS- 
TV in a special report com- 
piled by journalist, Kyle 
Patterson. 

Fraser back in 1973 was 
heroic between the uprights 
and proved to be the most 
significant reason why 
Australia qualified for the 
first, (and to date, only), 
World Cup Finals-(1974). 

Fraser recently launched 
his ‘Australian Goalkeepers’ 
Academy’, a fine specialised 
school where he grooms 
future champion custodians. 


SBS will screen this spe- - 


cial segment on Fraser this 
Friday evening on ‘Toyota 
World Sport’ at 7pm. 


ing that the team’s new, Jimmy Fraser: 
coach will be non other than Australia’s former 
Mich D’Avray, last season’s World Cup goalkeeping 
assistant to Bernd Stange. hero. 
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By Roy Hay 


occeroo coach Frank Farina put 
S* head on the block when he 

decided not to select overseas 
superstars Mark Viduka and Harry 
Kewell for the World Cup qualifiers 
against New Zealand. 

Tf anything, apart from the 2-0 victory 
in the away leg, proved that was the cor- 
tect decision, it was the cameo appearance 
of the one player brought into the squad, 
Manchester City's mercurial wing back 
Danny Tiatto. 

An unfit and underdone Tiatto lasted 
only a few minutes as substitute in 
Wellington before he was rightly red-card- 
ed for a flying lunge at New Zealand's 
teenage striker and team-mate at Maine 
Road, Chris Killen. 

Farina insisted that all his overseas stars 
had been on holiday, were not match fit 
and were not mentally prepared for the do- 
of-die matches against an obdurate oppo- 
nent, 

Tiatto badgered his way into the side by 
his undoubted commitment to the cause 
and the special plea that he had been train- 
ing every day during his honeymoon. 

And he was already in Melbourne. But 
he was not ready for the action when he 
came on in the second half to replace the 
estimable Stan Lazaridis last Wednesday, 

Substitutes regularly take-time-to_pick- 
up the pace of the game when they appear 
and a high proportion of cautions and 
send-off occur in the first ten or fifteen 
minutes when they are on the field. This 
was particularly noticeable in the last two 
World Cup finals series in the USA and 
France, 

But Tiatto's experience teflects another 
tisk being run by the hard-nosed Farina 
and that is that he could easily lose one of 
three players in every game the Socceroos 
play — Tiatto, Craig Moore and Kevin 
Muscat, the enforcers in the squad. Moore 
was booked and sent off in quick succes- 
sion in the Confederations Cup match 
against Japan. 

Muscat picked up cautions, despite con- 
vincing the ever-sceptical Johnny Warren 
that he appeared to have curbed the violent 
side of his game on these occasions, 

So the question is, can the Socceroos 


Frank Farina: Gambling on the use 
of hard tackling players such as 
Danny Tiatto, Kevin Muscat and 

Craig Moore. 

afford the enforcers if the team runs the 

tisk of playing a man short in a critical 

match because one of them has been 


expelled? 

Past Socceroo sides have always had 
their quota of hard men, from the days of 
Manfred Schafer to Steve O'Connor and 
Charlie Yankos. 

But the current outfit has a much higher 
average skill level, is much more used to 
playing at the highest levels in the game, 
and has evolved a fluid but efficient tacti- 
cal plan with which all players are familiar 
and comfortable. 

The only thing which can seriously dis- 
Tupt this is the loss of a player to a red 
card. Substitutions are not normally a 
problem as the players coming in have 
equivalent skill levels and complete 
understanding of their roles. 

Now soccer remains a contact sport and 
top teams do not win simply because they 
are the most skilful. Even the Brazilians 
know how to kick or grapple when neces- 
sary, though their preferred tactic is to 
shepherd players out of the danger areas, 
and then deal with them. 

Italian teams have evolved highly 
sophisticated rotation systems which usu- 
ally prevent one player being singled out 
for the referee's ire. 

Australian teams always have a steel 
backbone when they succeed as Dermot 
Brereton is never tired of reiterating in his 
column in the Age, or Steve Waugh’s 
cricketers demonstrate series after series. 

But the Socceroos are treading a dan- 


can Australia afford 
the enforcers? 


gerous path by continuing to use high-risk 
players in key positions. The search 
should be on for players who can do what 
Tony Vidmar demonstrated so clearly in 
Japan and Wellington, the ability to make 
clean tackles even in critical positions, 
rather than incurring the wrath of referees 
for crude challenges. 

Muscat, Tiatto and Moore have in every 
other respect been exemplary players and 
ambassadors for Australian soccer. 

‘Their determination to play for their 
country, their whole-hearted approach to 
the game and ninety-minutes of effort and 
their inspiration of team-mates by their 
preparedness to put their bodies on the 
line, excites universal praise. 

Off the field they can be articulate, per- 
sonable and enthusiastic promoters of 
their country and its world code, but they 
put the whole enterprise at risk by their on- 
field volatility, and this gives fans and 
coach palpitations every time Australia 
plays. 


Craig Moore (right) of Australia goes for a header against Samoa during 
the Oceania group one World Cup qualifier match between Australia and 
Samoa, in April at Coffs Harbour. 


Enforcer — in — Chief, Danny Tiatto (middle) is challenged by New Zealand's Chris Zoricich (4), Simon Elliot 
(lett) and Gerard Davis moments before he was sent off during their World Cup qualifying match in Wellington, 
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MATILDAS SELECTIONS 
TAKE ON NEW LOOK 


2001 JAPAN TOUR 
SQUAD MEMBERS : 
Rachael ALLEY 

Traci BARTLETT 

Michelle CARNEY 

Emma DAVISON 


omen's Soccer 

Australia last 

Thursday announced 
the Matildas team to embark on 
the upcoming Tour of Japan. 

+ Eighteen Australian-based play- 
ers have been selected, with 
Matildas captain Alison Forman, 
who is based in Denmark, to be 
added to the side subject to her 
availability. 

The team will assemble in 
Canberra at the Australian 
Institute of Sport from 6 July for a 
training camp before departing for 
Japan 11 July. During their week- 


long overseas stay, the Aussies 
will take on L-League champion 
outfit Bereza at the 65,000-seat 
Tokyo Stadium. 

A group of other players has 
also been named to join the tour- 
ing side during the Canberra leg of 
the training camp. 

With the one match in Japan not 
classed an 'A' international, this 
Matildas side certainly has a com- 
plete new look, with no less than 
nine new selections. 

‘The opportunity has been taken 
to include several players who are 
set to play a key role in the Young 


Matildas' World Youth Cup cam- 
paign next year. 

Amber Neilson, Stacey Stocco, 
and Katie Gill all with previous 
Australian Youth Team experi- 
ence, are joined by rookie selec- 
tion Emma Davison. 

Of the remaining new faces, 
striker Michelle Carney is the only 
one previously associated with 
Matildas selection, having been 
named in the initial squad before 
this year's Australia Cup, but rul- 
ing herself unavailable, 

Rachael Alley, ‘Jessica 


Halfpenny, and Carey have previ- 
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Allison Forman 


ously represented Australia at 
‘Youth level, whilst Zoe Nolan and 
Pelay Ingles with several seasons 
experience in the national league 
are also considered worthy of the 
opportunity. 


Heather GARRIOCK 
Katie GILL 

Jessica HALFPENNY 
Pelay INGLES 

April MANN 

Kate McSHEA 

Amber NEILSON 
Claire NICHOLS 

Zoe NOLAN 

Taryn ROCKALL 
Cheryl SALISBURY 
Stacey STOCCO 
Anissa TANN-DARBY 
Leanne TRIMBOLI 
Alison FORMAN * 

* subject to availability 


2001 JAPAN TOUR 
PRE-DEPARTURE CAMP, 
(AIS Canberra): 


Alicia FERGUSON 
Peita-Claire HEPPERLIN 
Tal KARP 

Selin KURALAY 
Justine McLAUGHLIN 
Melinda MINSTRELL 
Alexis TRAMACCHI 
Sacha WAINWRIGHT 
Amy WILSON 
Goalkeepers - 

Melissa BARBIERI 
Zoe BETTERIDGE 
Joanne BUTLAND 
Leonie CARPENTER 
Jordie HINKS 
Cassandra KELL 

Nikki PICHON, 


BERND BITTER 
OVER INGLORIOUS 
PERTH EXIT 


By By Richard Kreider Kreider 


After a protracted delay 
and eventual rebuff on any 
further future with Perth 
Glory, enigmatic coach Bernd 
Stange has decided to take up 
a one-year contract with mid- 
dle-east nation Oman, in their 
quest to make their debut 
World Cup finals appearance. 

His three-year record- 
breaking term at Glory pro- 
duced finals soccer in each of 
the three seasons, although 
the NSL championship 
remained elusive each time, 
The closest was the unforget- 
table 1999-00 grand final 
against the Wollongong 
Wolves, which saw the Perth 
side surrender what seemed a 
watertight 3-0 half time lead 
and eventually lose the game 
on penalties, 

Stange was retained, While 
his team selection judgment 
may have at times raised 
many an eyebrow, it could 
take a long, long time for the 
club to find someone of equal 
charisma to the media and 
fans, especially the young. 

Stange spoke exclusively, 
openly and at times irately to 
ABSW correspondent 
RICHARD KREIDER from 
Oman last week; just hours 
after agreeing to his new 
appointment, 


RK; You haye been a fan- 
tastic advert for the game not 
only in Perth but right across 
Australia. Personally speaking 
Bernd, itfs a shame you are 
leaving the club, 

STANGE: A soccer coach 
should be judged on the results 
‘and how he represented Perth 
Glory with the public. 1 
believe my win-loss record 
speaks for itself, compared to 
any NSL coach in the last ten 
years or 80, 

I recently visited the 
Kimberley for a ten-day break 
with a four-wheel drive, where 
T thought nobody would know 
me, especially at an Aboriginal 
community in Broome. 

But while 
there were many 
Aboriginal kids 
playing with an 

Aussie 
Rules 
footy, they 
apparently 
knew who 
1 was and 
asked for 
my autograph. 

‘That made me very proud of 
what | have achieved for soc- 
cer here in WA. I gave away 
plenty of Glory posters and 
many were being stuck up on 
walls as I left, Even at such an 
isolated location, kids were 
asking “Bemnd are you staying, 
are you staying”, 

It was an unbelievable 


experience. That is why I am 
very proud of what has been 
achieved. 

RK: When are you official- 
ly out of contract with Perth 
Glory? 

STANGE: I am out of con- 
tract from July 1. 

RK: Do you think with the 
squad that you had, you should 
have done better this season? 

STANGE: We should have 
won the title Richard, but you 
can only achieve such goals if 
you work in harmony and as a 
team, If you don’t, no team 
will ever win a premiership. 

T lost control of certain 
areas of responsibility and cer- 
tain initiatives to a football 
manager from Sydney and that 
was the wrong way. He 
destroyed my way of educa- 
tion and development, He has 
since been sacked. 

RK: Do you believe the 
internal friction within the 
board played a part in the 
finals failure? 

STANGE: Every coach is 
just the meat in the sandwich 
with something like this, How 
can anyone achieve thei 
when you have a divided 
board? 

RK; What do you suppose 
was the Wolves secret for win- 
ning back to back champi- 
onships? 

STANGE; This club was 
like a family; they played 
together for five years. But 
now I believe it is over and 
Wollongong will not be able to 
make it three in a row because 
they since have lost so many 
class players, 

Look at the players Glory 
lost over the last three years, 
We sold players for $3million. 
Players like Danny Hay and 
Danny Milosevic to Leeds 
United, Ivan Ergic to Juventus 
Turin and now Kasey 
Wehrman to Norway. 

RK: What is your impres- 
sion of Australian soccer in 
general? 

STANGE; Last season was 
a disaster for Australian club 
soccer, All those people who 
were responsible for what hap- 

pened to 

Eastern Pride 
and Carlton, the 
violence at 
Melbourne 
Knights, 
and the 
original 
intended 
sacking 
of Bris- 


bane and Canberra, should go. 


That is my opinion. 

I will not blame Soccer 
Australia entirely, but if it con- 
tinues to operate in the same 
way, there is no way club soc- 
cer will be able to go forward. 

Nick Tana announced a 
couple of weeks ago, that he 
will push Perth Glory to AFL 
and European soccer level. I 


believe it is an unachievable 
goal unless he is able to bring 
the whole system to another 
level as well. Perth Glory is on 
the way to being a fantastic 
club, if you look at the fans 
they have, the marketing and 
their healthy budget, 

But, they can’t achieve any- 
thing just playing in front of 
2,000 or so fans in Melbourne 
or 1,000 in Brisbane, This goal 
is unachievable for the next 15 
years unless things change at 
the top level. We need new 
ideas, 

‘The Socceroos however, are 
shining. It is bright it is fantas- 
tic, but the national team is an 
overseas affair and has nothing 
to do with Australian club soc- 


cer, 
RK: Do you think Harry 
Kewell and Mark Viduka 
should have played against 
New Zealand last week? 
STANGE: No the 
mt. I think Frank 
done a great job with the play- 
ers that he has had over the last 
two three months or so. 
Nothing is more important 
than to haye a team environ 
ment, Frank handles the media 
well, especially with his some- 
times stone cold comments. 
He reminds me of me, when I 
was coach of East Germany at 


RK: What do you think of 
the Australian media's han- 
dling of soccer? 

STANGE: It is shocking 
for me to read only half a page 
‘on a story about the Socceroos 
beating Brazil or France in the 
Confederation’s Cup. It is on 
the front and back pages of 
newspapers around the world. 

RK: How afd where did 
you first get approached by 
Nick Tana to come to Perth? 

STANGE: Three years ago 
in Dubai at an international 
coaching seminar Nick 
approached me to do the job at 
Perth Glory. I hardly knew 
anything about Australia. I 
only knew that it was a mid- 
dle-class soccer country that 
missed the World Cup every 
time except for 1974. 


Twas aware of the results of ” 


the Australian soccer team, 
which had been very poor in 
the past, but I didn’t know 
anything about soccer at club 
level. 

RK: How would you sum 
up your three years with the 
club? 

STANGE: I think it has 
been a great experience for 
me. I have had a fantastic time 
here. We set record after 
record at Perth Glory. 

I believe the club has defi- 
nitely been a role model for 
soccer here in Australia. The 
first two years were the most 
successful because of the fan- 
tastic teamwork that we had, 

RK: Are you disappointed 
with the way Nick Tana dealt 


| 


Bernd giana Leaving P Perth alory after three years, with wnikod a oa 


with you? 

STANGE: | am disappoint- 
ed yes. The announcement that 
1 was no longer wanted came 
too late to say goodbye to my 
team, to the loyal supporters, 
the volunteers and the media. 1 
was however, hoping the wife 
and I could stay in Perth. 

RK: And now, you are back 
in the Middle East, this time as 
coach of Oman. How are 
looking after you? 

STANGE: The people are 
very friendly. They hope that I 
can take them to the World 
Cup finals but it is very, very 
late in the preliminary stages. 

The qualifiers start 17th 
August, so I have just six 
weeks to prepare a team. It is 
very short notice, but I will try 
to bring my enthusiasm to the 
team. 

You never know, I could 
create a sensation by taking the 
country to the World Cup 
finals for the first time. 


RK: Have you been able to 
do any homework on the play- 
ers? 

STANGE: No, | haven't 
had a chance. Everything has 
happened so quickly. I don’t 
know anything about them, 

RK: What sort of contrac- 
tual arrangement do you have? 

STANGE: — Remember, 
Kuwait, Dubai and Oman are 
petrol-producing countries. It 
is not necessary to tell you 
about the money but it is a 
high paid contract. That is very 
nice but not so important for 
me. 

RK: Will you be returning 
to Perth at the end of your 
Oman responsibilities? 

STANGE: I signed just the 
one-year contract, which is 
nothing. After the twelve 
months is up, I'll be returning 
to Perth, although I hope to be 
back earlier to catch up with 
friends. 

RK: You must have some 


pleasant memories of when 
you coached the East German 
side? 

STANGE: Yes, | have had 
so many good times. 
Olympics in 1984, the silver 
medal in the U/21 European 
championship, playing at 
Hampton Park, Wembley and 
Maracana. 

One highlight especially, 
was in 1985 when East 
Germany beat France in front 
of 100,000 at the Paris Pare de 
Prince, 

RK: Do you think there are 
too many games played in 
Europe? 

STANGE: They have to 
play so many to eam the 
money. Champions Leagues is 
the money making machine of 
European football, 

RK; Should there be 12 or 
14 teams in the National 
Soccer League next season? 

STANGE: I think there 
should be 20 teams! Simply 


because there is no cup compe- 
tition; only the play-offs. We 
have to change the system 
completely, 

When I bear about the like- 
lihood of a 12-team league 
competition playing each team 
three times — two home 
games and one away game, 
another team has the opposite 
in the fixtures, I shake! It is not 
a truly competitive practise, 

RK: Whaj do you think of 
the Top-Six playoff competi- 
tion?) 

STANGE: I have always 
been of the opinion the winner 
of the minor-premiership is the 
true champion, while the other 
thing (top-six playoff) is just 
for fun and formoney, nothing 
else, 

I will not change my opin- 
ion on this issue. 

RK: Do you think there is 
room for another NSL team to 
come from WA? 

STANGE: | think a second 
team will come definitely, But 
it has to be done for the right 
reasons. If they do it for per- 
sonal reasons it won't work, 
They must do it for soccer, 
have decent training facilities, 
money for marketing, do their 

homework on the players, 
and then it will work. Besides, 
1 think Perth Glory needs a 
competitor in this State to gen- 
erate added interest, ; 

RK: Is Leederville Oval the 
right venue for WA soccer to 
call home? 

STANGE: If Niek Tana 
wants to push soccer to 
European level, then he should 
plan for a stadium for the next 
50 years not the next five or 
ten, 

T believe the Multiplex idea 
in the city is a good concept 
but the stadium design, name- 
ly the fing arrangement 
needed changing. 

I can’t-#ee Leederville Oval 
being nothing more than a 
short-term project. 

Thelieve it is better to wait a 
little longer, not to rush into 
this, and plan further into the 
future. The ideal stadium 
would be like Hindmarsh 
Stadium, 

RK: Do you hold any 
grudges with Perth Glory? 

STANGE: I have a couple. 
One is the lack of leadership 
and the political battles 
between the owners over the 
past 12 months, 

I was not involved in the 
restructure of the club where 
Roger Lefort, for me the most 
successful soccer manager in 
Australia, was sacked. 

T have had an association 
with many general managers 
around the world, and he was 
certainly one of the best. I am 
very proud to have worked 
with him, 

RK: How about any special 
memories of your time with 
Perth Glory? 

STANGE: The most amaz- 
ing moment.of my career was 
to see people sleeping iff front 
of the ticket counter at the 
WACA Ground in 1999, queu- 
ing for minor semi-final tick- 
ets — when we played 
Marconi Stallions. 

The most disappointing 
miment was to be told very 
Jate that T was not wanted any- 
more. Being told so late meant 
I didn’t have a chance to say 
goodbye to everybody. I can’t 
say I deserve this treatment 
after what I have done for 
Perth Glory. It is very unfair. 
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Dear Sir, 


Barney Smith: Canberra Deakin’s fine goalkeeper. 


‘Dear Sir, 

On page 11 of last week's edition of 
ABSW, I was disappointed to see that there 
was a picture of me, and underneath it, it 
said, Barney Smith: had a nightmare of an 
afternoon in the Uni goal. The reason this 
was disappointing is, 

1. I don't play for the University of 
Canberra, [play for Canberra Deakin. 

2. AS a keeper who doesn’t have a club 
now, and has just gone 360mins without 
conceding a goal in the local league'down 


MISTAKEN IDENTITY 


here, a print like that, that is read by the 
coaches of the NSL, can really hurt my 
chances of playing somewhere in the sea- 
son coming. 

I know it must have been a mistake, and 
I would like it, if it could be rectified asap 


* Editor's Note: You're right, the cap- 
tion was a big mix-up. The error is 
deeply regretted, 


In the issue of ABSW 
dated June 12, 2001, on 
page 3 an item appeared 
under the heading “All the 
NSL Award Winners”, 

Therein, it was stated 
that the “Premiers” for sea- 
son 2000/2001 were South 
Melbourne. 

In fact South Melbourne 
were “minor premiers” 
having finished the league 
season as the team with the 
most competition points. 


Barney Smith, 
ACT 


Dear Six, 

What are Northern Spirit going to call 
themselves this year? Are Rangers 
FC of Scotland going to be part of sy)" apy 
the name or the team shirt? sh 

Will the new squad be 
launched off the back of 
clapped-out motor cycles like 
it was in its second season? 

What marketing gimmicks! 


fe. 


THE GIRGUS AT THE SPIRIT 


‘tricked’ into following Northern Spirit 

to perhaps change back to, or make a 

new start by following Sydney 
Olympic? 


What genius! might disappear any day. 
May I invite those fans Gavin Clarke 
South of the harbour that have been Bass Hill, NSW. 


Olympic is Sydney's South 
side club and is Sydney's 
best club. 

Let us not forget our work- 
ing class origins by support- 
ing a ‘glamour’ club that 


A DREAMER AND 
HIS DREAMS 


Dear Sir, 

Uhave a dream... 

A dream where punters can 
watch a game of football with 
about 10,000 others on average 
per game. 

Ihave a dream — Where the 
teams are from all significant 
population areas of Australia, 
and people attend without refer- 
ence to race, ethnicity or bias, 
but attend just because they want 
to waich a decent bloody game 
of football. 

Where 100+ of the current 
150 overseas are playing al 
home, 

Ihave a dream — Where peo- 
ple won't denigrate Australia at 
a football game, where flags 
won't be unfurled, seats won't 


kids if they want to. 


free-to air TV. 


hero’ and ‘when I grow up 


weekend?’ 


the game. 


stood. I just woke up. 


be ripped up and people just go 
to have a good time, with their 


Where the highlights can be 
watched in waking hours on 


Where kids say ‘he’s my 


want to play in the NSL’ and 
“Dad can we go to the game this 


T have a dream — Where 
administrators are decisive, pos- 
itive and know how to promote 


Where there are sponsors lin- 
ing-up to fund the league. Where 
the chairman can string three 
words together and be under 


Mark Bowman 


Dear Sir, 

1 enjoy your weekly 
rag immensely and just 
wish to give you a pat 
on the back for the 
great full-page 
colour pic- 
tures of the 
Wollongong 
Wolves stars 
you have 
published of 


late. oes 
They are wor- 


thy champions and 
your unbiased coyer- 
age of this team and 
the game in general 
has been fantastic. 

It is heartening to 
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«debate 


The NSL, follow- 
ing established 

sporting tradi- 
tion in 
Australia, 
determines its 
“Premier” by a 
finals series com- 
petition between 


the top six qualifiers 


ae 


SOUTH MELBOURNE S.C. 


from the league 
season. 
This culmi- 
nates in a 
“grand final” 
match, the win- 
ner of which is 
declared the 
“Premier” or 
champion club side in 


498%. 


Australia for that season, 
This year the “grand final” 
was won for the second 
year in succession by the 
Wollongong Wolves team, 
entitling them to carry the 
title of “Premier” for the 
next twelve months. 

While there is no doubt- 
ing the qualities of the 


rs 


South Melbourne side, 
credit should be given to 
the team which won the 
title. I hope this can be cor- 
rected in a future edition of 
ABSW. + 


David Denmead, 
Subscriber. 


Players of the Socceroos saluting the crowd at the Confederations Cup. 


Dear Sir, 

‘The “dawn of a new era” 
will start only if we qualify 
for the next World Cup! 

In the Confederations Cup 
we merely beat three experi- 
mental teams, (through one 
lucky goal) and played 
maybe two, or three times 
together (against Mexico and 
Brazil). 

We did not beat the “well- 


the continued 
and articles 
about the woeful 
administration of the 
game in your pages. 
Let's hope the pow- 
ers that be 
are reading 
too as I 
believe 
you are 
reflecting 
and giving 
voice to the 
true feelings of 
alienated fans. Keep 
up the good work. 
S. Cunningham 
Marrickville, NSW. 


read 


oiled” or the well-established 
teams, such as Korea or 
Japan, which is your fault, 
Mr Farina — I’m sorry. This 
is because you suffer from 
the young and modern 
coaches syndrome. 

In your mind's eye you 
see it, or you know what you 
want, but you do not know 
how {o implement it, because 
yourself — as a player he 
never knew how to do it!! 

Or if you know how to do 
it; why not you teach the 
players??? (a good priest 
learns until he's dead). 

Minus Paul Okon, our 
defenders don’t know how to 
get the ball off (and hold it ) 
an opposing attacker. We just 
run next to them, without 
attacking! Remember, a ball 
has four sides. 

If we are outplayed, 
(which is the objective in 
soccer), most of the time we 
just commit a foul; we kick 
the opponents’ legs out to 
stop them. 

We do not know how to 
head the ball properly, how 
to take on the defence, or 
how to get the ball in a good 
shooting or — even a half 
chance — position! 

Apart also from Stan 
Lazaradis and Okon who can 
hit 30-40metre long, accu- 
rate passes, the forwards are 
wasting their energies, to run 


after, the too-strong passes 
(mostly from Kevin Muscat). 
In a good clear position, 
we — too often — blasted 
the ball over the crossbar. 
Against Japan at the 
Confederations Cup, the 
10metre quick-backward, 


and the quick 15m forward 


Dear Sir, 


Emst and Young decreed. 


Eastem Pride. 


in the club he chairs. 


their house in good order. 


SUIRUKERS 
SHOULD SUA 
Our OF NSE 


Brisbane Strikers do not deserve to be included in next 
season’s National Soccer League (NSL) as accounting firm 


‘One does not want another NSL club to disappear mid- 
season due to financial difficulties as was the case last sea- 
son with Carlton Soccer Club and Morwell (Vic.) — bee 


‘The Brisbane Strikers chairman looks less than role 
sional on television. Does he have a business suit? He 
should wear one if he is to project an image of confidence 


‘One wonders too if Brisbane or r Queensland deserves a 
place in the NSL? Where have all you fans gone? 

Brisbane Lions Soccer Club have a proud history in the 
game in Queensland, They were once in the NSL. They 
have submitted to Soccer Australia a bid for inclusion in 
next season. I for one wish they get in as they look to have: 


passes, were not effective, 
without directly taking on 
the defence! 

Japan just sat back, any- 
way, as we had to bring the 
ball up to them, if we wanted 
a goal, or two! 

R, Marton, 
Tingalpa. Qld, 


Gavin Clarke 
Bass Hill, NSW, 


By Allan Crisp 


GOAL KING 
BROOKSIE 


tis said that champion strikers are born, 

not made! Surely that truism applies to 
Blue Eagles front man Michael Brooks, 

“Brooksie,” as he is affectionately 
known by team mates and rivals alike, 
has developed an incredible habit of scor- 
ing goals, 

Former Northern Ireland international 
Tom Forde once told his then West 
Adelaide striker John Kosmina that great 
forwards collected their goal tallies in 
three and four goal hauls. 

Kosmina, later to become Australian 
captain, took that advice and Brooks is cer- 
tainly cast in the same productive mould. 

No amount of coaching can inspire 
mere mortal players to shape their game 
to reach the status of a consistent goal- 
grabber at any level of competition. 

While it is accepted that sharp reflexes 
and predatory reactions to accept goal 
Scoring chances cannot be taught, Brooks 
could have inherited some of his skill 
because his grandfather, William Brooks 
was a professional player with English 
club Burnley in the 1940's and 50’s. 

At the half way mark of this 2001 SA 
Premier League season, Brooks had net- 
ted an amazing 19 league goals and scored 
six in West End Federation Cup action. 

He assisted in eliminating Para Hills 
Knights (1 goal), Raiders (1 goal), 
Salisbury Apaches (3 goals) and bagged 
the semi-final match winner in the Blues 
1-0 win over Croydon Kings. 

‘Three times this season Brooks, has 
scored four goals in league games as the 
Eagles thrashed solid opponents Port 
Lion 7-0, Metro Stars 8-2 and Playford 
Patriots 7-1, 


Brooks scored his first genuine hat- 
trick last Saturday when the Eagles top- 
pled Modbury Jets 6-4 in a classic 
Premier League match. 

And, apart from his four-goal “three- 
peats,” he has hit home a brace in three 
successive league matches. 

His striking partner Frank Sergi and 
ace midfielder Corey Artone are (at press 
time) jointly next on Blue Eagles scoring 
chart with eight league goals apiece. 

Brooks heaps praise on the selfish con- 
tribution of Sergi and his colleagues in 
providing him with the chances to contin- 
ue his favourite past time of net busting. 

But, there have been many instances 
this season of Brooks filling the role of 
provider when he could have grabbed the 
glory. 

AU30 years of age, Brooks might have 
been expected to rest on his scoring lau- 
rels, particularly after setting the Premier 
League record of 27 goals for Blue Eagles 
last season. 

That great effort followed his 25-goal 
tally for White City Woodville in 1996 
when he won the Melia Medal as the 
Player of The Year. 

He also has worn the South Australian 
State team colours with distinction on 12 
occasions. 

Whyalla-born Brooks began his senior 
career with Whyalla Lions as a 15-year 
old and like Socceroos Carl 
Veart and Paul Agostino 
made his senior debut 
as a teenager with 
SA State League 
side Salisbury 
United. 

Brooks made his NSL debut 


oe Aap 


Apart from that set-back, Brooks has 
been relatively injury free during his 
career, suffering only fluid on a knee and 
a fractured finger in 1986. 

“The key tp staying fit is to have a 
good pre-season preparation,” said 
Brooks, who did not miss a match last 
season. 

With Adelaide now a one-NSL team 
town, Brooks concedes he may be past 
playing at NSL level. 

Had the Adelaide Fire bid been suc- 
cessful, the tormentor of defenders would 
doubtless still be starring on the national 
stage because he was clearly in that 
group's sights. 

And, should the Con Makris backed 
club eventually be admitted, their repre- 
sentatives also should be knocking on 
Brooksie’s door. 


THANKS, BUT NO 
THANKS 


delaide City Force has rejected a 

$1.5 million dollar investment bid 
from former City player Lucio Signore 
and his business partner Mario 
DeFrancesco, 

Signore emphasised that the club had 
made the initial approach, but that City’s 
management pulled the plug al, “the 
eleventh hour.” 

“We had Jeff Widera installed 
as the new CEO and lots 
of things in place, but 
in the end, 
Adelaide City 
would not relin- 
quish control,” 
Signore said. 


for Adelaide City against Preston ** € “With the amount of money we were 


Macedonia, the first of 136 national 
league appearances for City and 
Wollongong Wolves, during which time 
he scored 24 league goals. 

That may seem a scant total for a 
recognised striker, but he was used in a 
defensive role with City for many of 
those games and was hindered by a debil- 
itating bout of whooping cough when he 
was in Wollongong. 

The illness persisted for three months 
during which he suffered a severe weight 
loss. 


South Australia 
Premier Leugue Results 


ROUND 13 


Enfield Faleons 1 


Seaford Surfers 


putting in we expected a certain 
amount of control,” said Signore, who 
wanted to install a professional manage- 
ment team. ts 

It is believed that the new group want- 
ed to end coach Zoran Matic’s run by 
declaring next season his testimonial 
year. 

‘The proposed investors also had plans 
to instal] a state of the art gymnasium and 
a two-lane swimming pool at the club’s 
Ram Park headquarters 
“We wanted Adelaide City to present a 


es . 


Michael Brooks (left): Blue Eagles’ prolific striker and goalmachine is 
maintaining a family reputation in soccer. 


Matikulas wants to play for Playford 
Patriots. 


new face to the sporting public and be put 
on a better track for the future.” 

Signore said that, under his plan, reign- 
ing president Bob D’Ottavi would retain. 
his position, but other board members 
would lose their places. 

“The time has come for hard decisions 
to be made and for fresh ideas and a new 
Structure to be put in place to make the 
club truly a club for all South 
Australians.” 


TRANSFER TIME 
ith the Premier League and State 
league transfer deadline fast 

approaching, there are signs of movement 
at some stations. 

Port Pirie Spirit are releasing Shane 
Porter and Zeik Matikulas from their play 
list, with the Croydon Kings on loan play- 
ers geared to join other clubs.Porter is set 
to sign for Port Lion Pirates, while 


back-to-back —_ National 


Meanwhile, a former Adelaide star, 


who has been playing with an interstate 
NSL club, is ready to return home where” 
he should link up with a State League 


cl 


WOLVES KICK-OFF 
YOUTH A 


| Meno Toutsidis and producer Robbie 


lub which has already approached him, 


Allan Crisp can be heard on the 
SRPH (1197am) Marshall Thompson 
Homes/Pacific Real Estate Breakfast 
Soccer Show each Tuesday morning 
from 7am-8.30am, along with Croydon 
Kings coach Phil Scardigno, Peter 
Millar, the Advertiser soccér writer 


PopPlestone. 

Millar and Crisp return on Sunday 
mornings for the SRPH (SOS) Soccer 
on Sunday program for the latest local, 
interstate and international news and | 
scores. 


CADEMY - 


National Soccer League Clubs, __ « 


(Paay) 

Hills Hawks 1 
(Gallagher) . 
Cumbeland Foxes 2 


According to both parties, the deal is intend- 
ed to enhance the code of Soecer in Australia, 
Both parties will, through the scheme, strive 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
Blue Eagles 6 Modbury Jets 4 


(Brooks 3, Cutillo 2, Artone) (saaeson 3, Prescott) 


(Lee) 3 
Para Hills Knights 2 
(Breton, Moore) 


Panthers 0 


eigning 
Soccer League champions, 
Wollongong Wolves entered into a 


unique agreement last Friday with a Perth- 


Adelaide City Port Lion (Stuart, Goodvein) a te 
vito 2, Fil : é ss based sports marketing outfit, 2: 
(Saracino 2, Filewood,  Rarlovie) (Cirillo, Alves) » ‘ 
Olympic FC 1 Metro Stars 1 ROUND 14 Sportsgroup, aimed at groom- Promote the game at every opportu- 
(Parissos) (Da) PREMIER LEAGUE ing young soccer players for nity; create opportunities where 
ort eS 2 SV Vane city 4 future NSL participati joint ventures may benefit both 
(Christopoulos 2) (Pein 2, Median, FRIDAY, JUNE 27 Parle panen. eee net fiaeanea ties 
; ‘MeDonald) : Modbury Jets v Port Lion Pirates Friday's signing was a signifi- parties in Australia and abroad; , 

is fond Patti Sea oboe enews SATURDAY, JUNE 28 cent step towards establishing a satisfy club followers, sponsor 

Miastasiow (D. Menechella, Monterosso : eat ay By Rene 
Croydon Kings DtRadesiase | 2 Metro Stars v Blue Eagles youth soccer academy in the shareholders and owners; 


Raiders v Playford Patriots 
Campbelltown Red Devils v Port Pirie Spirit 
White City Woodville v Olympic FC 
Croydon Kings v Adelaide City 


STATE LEAGUE 
Northern Demons v Birkalla 
Salisbury Apaches v Cobras 

Cumberland Foxes v Para Hills Knights 
Hills Hawks v Enfield Falcons 
Seaford Surfers v Noarlunga Bulldogs 
Panthers v Western Strikers 


develop young players to 
achieve their maximum potential; 
and furthermore afford both organi- 
zations the pursue Opportunities to put- 
players'-development in Europe and 


(Piotrowski 2) (Haralabais, Karapetis) 


STATE LEAGUE 

Western Strikers 9 Cobras 

(8. Pappas 2, MeNeil 2, Pathos, (Karritevelis) 

Selenis, Periona, Tassone, 

Anathasiadis) 

Birkalla 

(Wilkinson 2, Pecos, Tibaldi, 

‘Stam, Westervelt, McGregor, Ferriera) 

Noarlunga Bulldogs 0 Northern Demons 5 
(Certuchio 2, Fascina, 
Paparelta, Kolovinos) 


region for the Wollongong Wolves, 
which has been a long-standing 
dream of the club. 

Chairman of the —_ Perth-hased 
Sportsgroup, Danny Kuzmanovich as well as 
Joe Cachia, chairman of The Wolves both 
signed the agreement at the WIN Stadium — 
home of the Wolves — which will see talented 
young players having the opportunity to trial 
with both The Wollongong Wolves and other 
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sue 
Asia. 
Mr Kuzmanovich said at the occasion; “I am 
thrilled that the best club in Australia, The 
Wollongong Wolves has entered this alliance 
with Sportsgroup.” 


8 Salisbury Apaches 0 


Bernd Stange: Perth Glory’s estwhile coach now seeking 
greener pastures in Oman. 


By Graham Cooke 


anberra Deakin will be 

pushing hard to join 

Belconnen United in the 
NSW Superleague next summer 
regardless of the outcome of 
Canberra Cosmos’ fight for sur- 
vival in the National Soccer 
League, coach Vlado Horvat pre- 
dicts. 

He rejected! suggestions that an 
NSL team and two Superleague sides 
would be stretching. the playing 

ices of the National Ca 

he talent is here, itis just 
of developing it-properly,” he said 
“Deakin has identified 150 juniors 
who we believe will eventually be 
capable of playing at least at 
Superleague level. We believe these 
players deserve a future where their 
abilities will he challenged 

Our under-23 side is top of the 
table with a team composed of 17, 18 
and 19-year-olds, our under-19 squad 
is also doing very well.’ 

When | spoke to Horvat, Deakin 
was sitting one point clear at the top 
of the ACT Premiership ahead of last 
weekend’s match with second- 
placed Gungablin Juventus. The 
coach was happy this gontest 
between the competition's longest- 
standing vals was inspiring 
renewed interest, but confided that 
he wished there was 4 little Tess 
emphasis on doing well at senior 
level. 

“T have a three-year” agreement 
With Deukin and during that time 1 
will be spending a great deal of effort 
6n developing young talent, whiel 
this club t 

“IFT can find another Ned Zelic, or 
Zeljko Susa, then [believe { will have 
been successful, 

Ttis.a shame that among some the 
attitude preyails that as long as the 
first team is doing well, then every- 
thing is fine.” 

He said a fallhack position if the 
Superleague bid fails may be a place 
in the National Youth League a an 
application that would be simplified 
ifthe Cosmos dropped out. However 
he stressed Deakin was committed to 
keeping the Cosmos in both the NSL 
and NYL competitions. 

“T would see it as part of my task 
to prepare the very best of our play- 
ers for the NSL, itis part of the pro- 
gression that Canberra needs,” he 

ic 

Horvat is no stranger to Canberra. 
After playing professional soccer in 
what was then the Yugoslav 
Federation, he moved to Australia in 
1972 at the invitation of Melbourne 
Croatia 

When that club was suspended 


from competition he accepted an 
offer to come to Canberra «ind. play 
for Deakin, being picked as ACT vice 
captain fora game against the touring 
Hertha Berlin. 

He later had success coaching the 
Hamilton Steelers in the now defunct 
Canadian Professional League, and 
worked in the US college system 
before returning to Australia as team 
boss of the Melbourne Ka 

It did not work out and he 
resigned after a handful of games, He 
was in the process of organising a 
private academy of soccer. in 
Melbourne, and contemplating a 
return to North America, when the 
offer came through from Canberra 

“My first thought was that I would 
be going into an amateur set-up with 
limited potential, but other people 
told me ‘do not write them off, they 


STANGE'S NEXT 
STOP IS OMAN 


erth Glory’s _estwhile 
P= Bernd Stange has 

landed the job to spear- 
head Oil-rich Middle Eastern 
nation of Oman in its quest to 
qualify for the 2002 World Cup 
finals. 

Stange, who was relieved of his 
post at the Glory following their 
NSL elimination final loss to the 
Melboure Knights, has initialled 
on a one-year contract. 

The former East German 
national coach will’be returning to 
familiar terrain as he is once again 
in-charge of managing a national 
side. He wil be replacing estwhile 
Czech coach, Milan Macala as 


are serious about their soccer up 
there’, so I came,” he said 

OF the current Deakin. squad. he 
rates Geoff Howarth as an ‘outstand- 

nt, sil capable of making the 
Kthrough to. the while 
Marko Perinovic and Tony Lemezina 
as like ‘old wine, getting better with 
age’. 

New signing Ivan Zelic needs this 
Winter to recover his confidence after 
some inclfferent seasons in the NSI. 
“He is glad to be back with his soccer 
roots and was really excited about his 
opening game against the University 
of Canberra last week,” Horvat sai 

He knows that he has to put his 
career together quickly or give up 
thoughts of professional foal 

he can still make it at the 


head coach. 

He spent three seasons at the 
Perth Glory with the highpoint of 
his tenure being the 2000 Grand 
Final loss to the Wollongong 
Wolves on penalties after leading 
3-0 at half-time, in front of 
stunned home supporters in Perth. 

His coaching experience also 
includes a stint with East German, 
club Jena as well as the German 
Bundesliga club Leipzig in the 
1990s. Before now, speculation 
was rife that he was returning to 
his native Germany to continue his 
career. 

He reportedly turned down 
offers from a couple of NSL clubs 


Vlado Horvat: Canberra 
Deakin coach. 


LUCKLESS JUVENTUS SLUMP TO DEAKIN 


Gagetti — on the stroke of half time the former Juventus 


here in Australia, particularly after 
the ill-fated attack on him and 
some of Glory’s players in 
Melbourne, in April, by 
Melbourne Knights fans 

In his new job, nothing short of 
world cup qualification will satisfy 


his new employers, which 
informed the one-year contract 
Stange is placed on. In April, 
Macala — on loan from United 
Arab Emirates club Al-Nast — led 
Oman to the second phase of the 
Asian World Cup qualifiers for the 
first time. 

Oman topped Asian group one, 
which included Laos, Philippines 
and Syria, with 16 points from six 
games (o qualify 4or the final 
round. 

They are now been drawn in 
Group B with the UAE, 
Uzbekistan, Qatar and China. 

The winner will qualifies auto- 
matically for the finals in Japan 
and South Korea, with the runner 
up heading into tite play-offs. 


Bill Turner Cup 
Results 


Queensland Round 2: 


Mareeba . 
Cairns . 
St Marys . 
Tally . 
Ayr 
Pimilco 
William Ross . 
Mackay >... 
Tannun Sands 
~ StBrendansR. .. 
| Bundaberg North 
~ Shalom 
Gympie 
Maryborough 
Kawana Waters’. . 
Caloundra . 
Mueller)... 000 
~ Grace Lutheran . . 
Brisbane Grammar... 
Nudgee College . 
Morayfield. 
‘Narangba Valley 
Charleville. 
Roma Middle 
Warwick .. 
Westside Christian 
Corinda .. 
St Laurence 


Smithfield . 

St ‘Augestines Caims. .] (4-3 pens. 
Trinity Anglican . 

Good Counsel 

Home Hill .. 

Charters Towers 

Townsville Grammar. 

Mercy 

Biloela 

Rockhampton Grammar . . 
Kepnock 
Bundaberg 
James Nash . 
Urangan . . t 
Caloundra Christian Mea uated 
Maleny . 

Clontarf Beach . 

Pine Rivers - 

Aspley... v 

Padua College... 

St Pauls Bald Hills . 

Tullawong 

Injun ... i 
Chinchilla Bhs 

St Josephs. oy ae 

Bremen ae/sluaeiiiiy sy 
Centenary... 

MacGregor . 


By Graham By Graham Cooke 


cep into stoppage time in the match between 

the ACT Premiership’s leading teams, 

Gungahlin Juventus striker George Cattanach 
drove a shot past Canberra Deakin goalkeeper Barney 
Smith only to see defender Paul Gagetti, at full stretch, 
scoop the ball away to safety. 

Seconds later, referee Ben Williams blew the whistle 
ona J-0 win for Deakin. 

‘The remarkable point about this game is that Deakin 
supporters should have (0 buy the drinks for Gagetti 
afterwards. 

Deakin dominated the match against opponents dis- 
abled by the sending off of top scorer Steve Lazzari after 
27 minutes — even Juventus coach lan Heywood admit- 
ted a draw would have flattered his team — but for once 
the usually prolific strike force of Marko Perinovie and 
Tony Lemezina, now further bolstered by Chilean import 
Eugenio Araya, had a holiday. 

The speedy Geoff Howarth, who was destined to tor- 
ment Juventus all afternoon down the left flank, had 
already been involved in a trio of goalmouth opportuni- 
ties by the time Lazzari, perhaps more in frustration at his 
‘own lack of service, talked back once too often to 
Williams and suffered a rare send-off. 

‘They might have got away with it, but for that man 


_ ACT PREMIERSHIP 
OA 
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Canberra Deakin 
Gungahlin Jew. 
Monaro. 

Canberra Olympic 7 
Belconnen Utd 
Capital Gity Suns 
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Tuggeranong Utd: 7 
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player sent in a shot that beat Anthony Giannasca but 
bounced off the upright back into a crowded penalty area. 
In the resulting confusion Perinovic stuck out a boot and 
directed the ball back over the line. 

Juventus got a better hold on their game in the second 
half and apart from the last-minute alarm, the contest 
became a dour midfield struggle, memorable mainly for 
Perinovic’s sending off for a second yellow card after 
‘attempting a dive in the penally area. 

Not surprisingly the best players were all defenders, 
Gagetti and the calm and reliable Mladin Rogic on the 
Deakin side, Martin Lazaari and Matt Cachia for 
Juventus. 

Heywood said that after the sending off, the game 
became a matter of survival. “The goal was a severe blow 
— we had to come out in the second half and try some- 
thing, but all they had to do was sit back on their lead, In 
the end neither goalkeeper was involved much.” 

Deakin coach Vlado Horvat congratulated Juventus on 
making the most of adversity. “It was tough for them, but 
they have been together for a couple of years and they 
form a good unit as a team," he said. 

“But for us, at this crucial point of the season, our tar- 
get was never more than securing the three points and I 
think we deserved them.” 

Monaro missed an opportunity of ousting Juventus 
from second position when they were beaten 1-0 by 
Capital City Suns. That result put the Suns into a three- 
way tie for the fourth finals spot with Canberra Olympic 
and Belconnen United. 

Olympic had few problems with the University of 
Canberra, the goals in their 4-0 win all coming in the first 
half. Belconnen’s improvement continues, their third con- 
secutive win coming in a second-half avalanche against 
Weston Creek Royals as they tumed a 1-0 lead into an 
8-1 final score. 

Daniel Camara grabbed a hat trick. Also on the score 
sheet was Jaime Mauro, whose move to the Illawarra 
League fell through during the week over the local rule 
that prohibits more than two NSW Superleague sides per 
team. Manuel Semeno, Obi Shadman, Neil Barancewicz 
and Clinton Larfteld were the other Belconnen scorers. 


Brisbane State 
Kelvin Grove 
Villanova 
Cleveland 
Tona. 

Cavendish Road. 
John Paul 
Harristown, 


Kadina. 

- Bellingen 
St Clare Taree - 
Forster. 
Tumbi Umbi . 
Kincumber .- 
Northlakes - 
Umina ..... 
Gosford Christian 


St Edwards Gosford. 


Terrigal . 
St Pius X 
San Clemente . 


Epping Boys 
Menai 
All Saints Lakemba . 


_ St Dominics Penrith... 


~ McCarthy Catholic - 
Colo. 
Toormina 
Forster. - 
St Josephs Pt Mac. 
Lambton 


Runcom . 

Fermy Grove 
Carmel 

Victoria Point 
Alexandra Hills 
Claiyanx McKillop 
Shailer Park... 
Concordia. ; 


Round 2: 
Casino 2... 

Coffs Harbour Christian 
Chatham 
Wingham . 
Narara Valley. 5200053 
Gorokan .... 

Henty Kendall 


Sydney Grammar . 
Christ Catholic. . 


- John Wycliffe Christian 


Emmaus College 
Catherine McAuley Grafton 
St Clare Taree 

Port Macquarie 


_ Francis Greenway 


apsw (3 


MARTIN JOHN 
REGAINS HIS GOAL 


John, who straggled all of 
last season to get back 
under the crossbar at 
National Soccer League 


KNIGHTS SEARCH 
FOR NEW COACH 


By Bert van Bedaf Bert van Bedaf 


By Bert van Bedat 


he Melbourne 
Knights will be on 
the look-out for a 


new coach, if Andrew 
Marth decides not to take 
up the job next season. 
‘When Vlado Vanis depart- 
ed with six matches left of 


Adrian Cervinski: Out of 
contract. 


Lupo Lapskansky: 
Knights’ midfielder also 
out of contract. 


Ransford Banini: May 
accept offers from other 
clubs. 


last season, the Knights 
appointed captain Marth as 
player-coach, but Marth, 
who holds a senior sales 
position with a private 
company, has been 
reluctant to com- 
mit himself to 
playing or 
coaching 
full-time. 
Several 
senior 
Knights 
players 
have come out of contract. 
Experienced striker 
Adrian Cervinski, key 
defender Rody Vargas, 
dynamic midfielder Lubo 
Lapsansky, stopper Ransford 
Banini and wing back Dragi 


Nastevski are all free to 
accept other offers. 

“Nothing will happen for 
at least another month.But 
the club will sit down with 
the players and re- 
offer terms,” 

Prusac said. 
Prusac also 
said Knights 
assistant coach 
Mark Talajic 
would return 
to the club 
from St 
Albans once the Victorian 
Premier League season fin- 
ished. 

Talajic took over as care- 
taker coach at St Albans 
from Peter Crocker, who left 
a fortnight ago. 


ICU PREMIER LEAGUE 


(Illawarra) 
Round 12 Results 


Wollongong Olympic . . 
Coniston Lions 

Picton Rangers 

Port Kembla ..... 
Shoalhaven City . 
Kemblawarra 


Icu FIRST DIVISION 
Highlands ........ Fernhill 
Illawarra United . Berkeley . 

Shellharbour City . 
‘Warilla Wanderers . 
South Coast United 


Balgownie Rangers 
Bulli 

Cringila Lions 
Northern United 
Western Suburbs .. 


Bellambi . . 
Helensburgh . 


By Bert van Bedat 


‘oung South Melbourne 
defender Patrick 
Kisnorbo is rising faster 


in the soccer world than a George 
Bush guided missile. 

The talented 20-year-old not 
only made Australia’s Young 
Socceroos World Cup squad, he 
was called up for his first appear- 
ance against the Czech Republic, 
while at the same time being named 
favorite for Player of the Year at his 
national league club. 

Kisnorbo has had a magnificent 
year, taking advantage of the breaks 
that have come his way but also 
being able to do the business when 
called upon. 

At South his moment arrived at 
the start of the season when defend- 
er Robert Liparoti suffered a leg 
injury. 

Kisnorbo calmly stepped into the 
void and displayed outstanding 
poise. Later, he also moved into the 
spot of another injured defender 
Steve losifidis to keep his place in 
the starting eleven. 

Kisnorbo hardly has set a foot 


Patrick Kisnorbo: 


% 


Andrew Marth: Knights’ player-coach is reluctant to take up the post fulltime. 


ream end in sight to his debut season in 
the NSL. 


pportunity has 
knocked for goal 
keeper Martin 


club Melbourne Knights. 
John was the Knights" 


first choice keeper before a 
shoulder injury caused him 
to lose his spot, allowing 
Lou Aceyski to take over. 


wrong all seasenand has now been 
listed as club award favorite, ahead 
of such experienced pros as forward 
Con Boutsianis, midfielder Steve 
Panopoulos, sweeper Mehmet 
Durakovic and NSL goal keeper of 
the year Michael Petkovic. 

If he wins, he'll become the second 
youngest player to claim the award 
since 1988 when captain Paul 
Trimboli won it at 19. South 
Melbourne's award night 


will be held at the te 


Grand Hyatt on 


Saturday, June ‘amas : 


xy 


Martin John 


“Because of the injury, “ 
Lou (Aceyski) stepped in 
and Martin (John) struggled 


to get his spot back,” 
Knights spokesman Toni 
Prusac said, 


But Aceyski signed for the 
Northern Spirit a fortnight 
ago, which has given John 
the chance to regain his reg- 
ular spot. 

“He'll be most likely our 
number one goalkeeper next 
year,” Prusac said. 

John was Outstanding dur- 
ing the NSL youth 
Others with senior expe 
ence in the winning side 
were goal scorer Xhezair 
Sulemani and Anthony 
Pelikan. 


Australa beat Japan 2-0 in its 
Group D opening match, but victo- 
ry came at a cost. 

Captain Ljubo Milicevic injured 
his knee and will be out for the 
remainder of the tournament and” 
probably for eight weeks. 

A Perth glory player, Milicevic 
has returned to the west‘to recover. 

Kisnorbo again has stepped into 

the breach. 
“Patrick is the natural 
choice to come into the 
side. He looked 
good in the 


30. 959 lead-up matches 

Several - and I'm confi- 
months ago {SOUTH MELBOURNE $.C.] dent he'll a good 
Kisnorbo also een th aes 
caught the eye Postecoglou said. 
of Young The Young 


Socceroos coach 


Socceroos lost 3-0 


Ange Postecoglou, 


to the Czechs and 


who coached South 


the season before last and 
already was aware of the young- 
ster’s talents. 

He was included in the squad 
currently in Argentina for the World 
Youth championship and played in 
some of the warm-up matches. 


amust win against 
Angola (o advance to the 
second round. 

‘A draw would mean the young 
Aussies must rely on other results, 
while it would be enough for the 
Angolans to progress. 
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WORLD CUP 


David Zadrilic fights for the ball with New Zealand defender, Ivan Vicelich 
during their Oceanic World Cup qualifier match in Sydney last Sunday. 


DLE \aanrae 


Ged 


Australia’s World Cup Manager, Frank Farina at the after-match media 
conference, with his midfield captain Paul Okon, last Sunday at Stadium 


Australia in Sydney. 


early yellow card as it kind of ruined my 


By John Economos 


USTRALIA last Sunday in Sydney 
was again able to brush aside 
ew Zealand (4-1), in the second 
leg between these two Tasman titans. 
Australia is now left as Oceania’s champion 
challenger against South America’s fifth 
placed nation in November in a two legged 
affair, the home leg to be played at the 
MCG. 

Australia’s manager, Frank Farina later 
reflected; “From a one to ten, I would have 
rated us as a ‘nine’. I felt we controlled the 
game from start to finish as we got four 
goals and possibly could have had a num- 
ber more. 

“I was also very happy with both of our 
strikers-it was John’s (Aloisi) first 90 min- 
utes in a long, long time-so I was pleased 
for him and for David, (Zdrilic). 

“David again scored crucial goals for us. 
Meanwhile Australia’s victorious captain, 
Paul Okon, reflected: “I think scoring four 
goals in front of a fantastic turnout was 
great, and the motivation today was cer- 
tainly to qualify. But I think we also had to 
improve on our second half performance 
last Wednesday night (in Wellington) and I 
think we did do that. 

“I was a little concerned after getting an 


game because after that any tackle I put in 


Australia’s striker, John Aloisi (left) celebrates scoring a goal 


Cup qualifier against N. 
availability for Australia’s next games, Farina delicate- 


_—. ly danced round the ‘powder-keg’ subject, stating; 


erm 


“We now have a pool of some 25 pla 


1s from which 


FI can pick any of them and I’m very confident that 


| they can do the job for me.” 


American oppgnent? 


And what's Farina’s thoughts @bout our South 


“Well of course it could be anyone, Colombia, Brazil, 


Uruguay. 


Kenny Dugdale, New Zealand’s World Cup 


Manager, at Sunday’s after-match Media 
_Conference at Stadium Australia. 


I was running the risk of being 
sent off. The ref also said that he 
| was going to keep an eye on me. 

“Being together for some time 
now, (the Aussie squad), we all 
enjoy each other's company. We 
had a job to do and we done it.” 

The highly switched on Okon 
then branched out to elaborate: 
“This squad is a bunch of guys that 
have grown up with each other. 
Some have even played Junior 
Soccer together. 

‘I feel that it is most important 
now to avoid playing Brazil, if it’s 
going to be Brazil,” ended Okon. 

Questioned for the umpteenth 
time about the Viduka-Kewell 


“I’m hoping to see next month the South Americans 


Vaughan Coveny of the New Zealand All Whites falls followin 


whilst Vidmar's team mate Star 


7 
with team mate David Zadrilic (right) during the Oceania World 
ew Zealand in Sydney. 
in the Copa America, 

“Before we meet their fifth best in November, we have 
a.game against Japan in August and a game against France 
in November, but I would like more such games for our 
preparation,” he ended. 

New Zealand's affable manager, Kenny Dugdale evalu- 
ated; “Australians should be proud of what a 
they have, Looking back on the four goals I 
them three, 

“Giving a goal away in the first five minutes you are 


1g a block-tackle by Australia’s left back, Tony Vidmar (left), 
1 Lazaridis looms up in cover. 


always going to be in trouble. We (New 
Zealand), don’t get the involvement and 
experience that Australia is getting over- 
seas, We'll always be slower to the ball than 
the Australians. 

You can bring out the Manchester 
Uniteds and Brazils — we can only watch 
them on television. Australians are getting 
regular football overseas. We are not as 
good as the Australians and they will always 
be better. 

We are playing catch-up football as we 
will never be able to bridge this gap. If 
Australia can beat Mexico, France and 
Brazil in just 10 days, FIFA just cannot any 
longer ignore Australia's claim for direct 
passage to the World Cup,” ended the affa- 
ble Dugdale. od 

Australia’s marksman, John Aloisi, 
remarked to Al “We combine, (with 
David Zdrilic), very well. Every position in 


“We have so many good players for each 

position.” 
When questioned about his career future 
ity, Aloisi smiled and came 


), seem to know more 
things than me. 
“[ hear that Crystal Pal: 
buy me yet nobody has off 


Australia World Cup striker, and scorer 
John Aloisi, after last Sunday’s qualifier 
against New Zealan 


for pre-season training on“July 2nd. 

‘I really don’t want to be playing in the 
England first division,” ended Aloisi whose 
club Coventry was relegated from the 
Premier League this year. 

Meanwhile Al strike-partner David 
Zadtilic, scorer of a brace last Sunday, and 
who plays i y's Bundesliga with 
Unterhacl d: “I'm not too happy over 
there as they don't respect my 
want me to run at pl 

“The Germans don't respect us (Australian 
Soccer), and they believe that I'm over here 
on a holiday. 

“I'm hoping that one day I'll be able to get 
into the English Premier League,” said Zdrilic. 


Australia’s central marker Tony Popovic (2ndrom left) is beaten to the 
ball by New Zealand goalkeeper, Jason Batty and Noah Hickey of the 
New Zealand All Whites during the game at Stadium Australia in Sydney. 


Australia’s right midfielder, (left) Brett Emerton is challenged by New Zealand's 
Mark Atkinson during the World Cup showdown in Sydney. 
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Gully Eat their Greens 


By Bert van Bedaf 


entleigh Greens 

dropped out of the top 

Hive after losing 2-0 to 
Green Gully at Kingston 
Heath last Sunday. 

In the battle of the greens — 
Bentleigh played in green shirt 
and white shorts, Green Gully 
played in green and white strip 
and green shorts 1 Peter 
Palatsidis red carded a player 
from each side in the second 
half in his first game at premier 


Teague level. 
The Cavaliers wrapped up 
victory with their see- 


ond goal just_on 
half time, With the 
wind in the back, 
Gully swept into 
attack to open the 
scoring after 35 
minutes. Brandon 
Vassallo had «shot 
from outside the box, 

Greens ‘keeper Glenn 
Clarke couldn't hold on to it 
and Peter Spiteri struck the 
rebound 

The two also combined for 
the second goal, This time 
Spiteri fed a through ball to 
Vassallo who ran the distance to 
goal virally unchallenged to 
Hhlast the ball past Clarke from 


inside the area, 
Five minutes into the second 
half Green Gully lost Ice 


Kutlesovski after a heavy tackle 
on Ati Drakos, Both players 
were injured and left the fleld 
But Palatsidis also. showed 
Kutlesovski the red card, while 
Juan Sastre came on for Drakos, 


By Bert van Bedat 


reston put more dis- 
hance between itself 
and relegation with a 


1-0 victory over dour 
Fawkner at Jukes Road last 
Sunday, but results in the 
three remaining rounds in 
the Victorian Premier League 
will tell their future. 

More than likely the Lions 
will finish third bottom and stay 
in the top flight 

A first half goal by Chis 
Emsovski got the Lions in front 
‘and they held their lead through- 
out to share 25 points with 
Fawkner now also embroiled in 
the battle for survival, 


vigh failed to make use 
stra player sand when 
Gerry McDonaugh was sent off 
for his second hookable offence 
with ten minutes left on the 
clock, the Cavaliers were 
assured of victory 

“Getting the second goal 
gave us a platform to work on,” 
Gully couch fan Dobson said 
afterwards, 

“The sending off, 1 thought 
was very harsh. It put us on the 
back leg, 

But we showed a lot of 
courage, especially in the sec- 
ond half, and restricted 
Bentleigh ‘basically to long- 

range sho 
“We created no 
chances in the sec- 
ond half, but we 
were against the 
Grong) wind and 
ing it basi 
4 finals 
, getting 
the result was more 
important than how we 
played in the second half. 
"It was our intention in the 
second half to defend our two- 
goal lead and when we played 
with ten men for a long time, 40 
minutes of the game, that was 
difficult to do, But the lads did it 
very commendably. 1 thought 
Henry Velkovski,. Peter Spiteri 
and Steve Douglas were out- 
standing today. 

“What we need to do now is 
get to in a row, which we 
haven't heen able to achieve all 
year. Hopefully we do that next 
week against South 
Dandenong,” Dobson said 

Green Gully has now put its 


FOR SPOT NEXT SEASON 


Preston continues in third 
bottom, but it has extended the 
gap on Dandenong Thunder 
from two to four points. 


With Essendon Royals 
already relegated, 
second-hottom, pag 


Thunder now looks 
to join the Royals 
hack to the State 
League. 

The ‘Thunder 
took the lead in its 
mateh but finished 7 
drawing 1-1 with | 
Altona Magic, 
who've moved to 
fifth spot 

Preston's remaining matches 
are cruci 

“The Lions host the Magic in 


tae 


finals spot on a surer footing. 
but can't count completely on 
being able to defend its back-to- 
hack titles. “It will go down to 
the last game,” Dobson said 

“The aim this year was to 
maintain a top five position and 
finish in the top three (for the 
double chance). We're still trying 
to achieve that with three 
rounds to go. The third spot is 
not beyond us and it would be 
great if we could (make it),” he 
said. 

Dobson said Green Gully did 
not fear mixing it with this sea- 
son's top sides, such “as Port 
Melbourne and Bulleen, or 
Heidelberg, who have been 
struggling lately. 

“We don't fear any team. 
Bulleen has done the double 
‘over us, but when we get the 
right team on the park we can 
compete with anybody this year. 

ur goal scoring ability hasn't 
been good this year, but defen- 
sively we've done well and 
today was excellent,” Dobson 
sail 

Bentleigh coach Gary Cole 

was philosophical about the 
Greens’ chances to make the 
alls. Cole said his side had to 
win at least two of its remaining 
three matches (against. Port 
Melbourne, St Albans and 
Bulleen) to make the finals, 
’s tough at the moment, but 
the lads believe they can’ still 
make it (finals), They are:a good 
bunch and battled away today,” 
Gole said 

“We'll have to win two out of 
the-ast three games and that's if 
we're good enough to get in the 
finals.. Well battle away until the 


the Macedonian derby next 
Sunday. tn round 21, they could 
secure their VPL status when 
they travel to South Dandenong 


by keeping the Thunder at bay. 
Their last game of 
STON the rounds is at 


home against Green 
Gully, who is still on 
the war path to 
dlinch a finals berth 
in tight season. 
Dandenong faces 
Q) Green Gully on 
Sunday and is away 
to Heidelberg in the 
final round. It looks 
like the Lions are 
going to make it and will roar 
‘again in the premier league next 
season. 


Bulleen Zebras 


Heidelberg United 
Altona Magic 
Bentleigh Greens 
St. Albans Saints 


Fawkner Blues 
Preston Lions 


Essendon Royals. 


Port Melbourne Sharks 


Green Gully Caval'Rs 


Altona East Phoenix 


Dandenong Thunder 
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numbers say we can't make it 

“We had two poor mistakes in 
the first half (that resulted in 
oals), 

‘That was really poor from our 
viewpoint, but thas football 
We didn't create much, perhaps 
one chance in the second half. 


Green Gully coach, lan 
Dobson, enjoyed a 2-0 
victory over the 
Bentleigh Grens last 
Sunday at Kingston 
Heath. 


“Our delivery to our forwards 
wasn't good enough. Green 
Gully worked hard today and 
that’s what we expected. They 
were better than us today,” Cole 
said. 


i 


(Micevski) 


OLYMPIC LIGHTS LET 
SHARKS DOWN 


By George Koukeris 


ast week Port Melbourne 
L= a plaque from the 
Sydney Olympics Committee for 
the use of their ground as a train- 
ing venue during the Olympics 
last year. 
Soccer games were held at 
the MCG and competing 
nations used several VPL 
venues as training grounds, 
including 
Reserve. 


enabled the Sharks to 

spruce up their floodlights, but last Sunday 
the system failed and the game came to a 
premature halt. 

‘The match against Altona East had to be 
abandoned before half time with Port 
Melbourne leading 2-1. 

Port Melbourne hit the lead after eight 
minutes, when defender Jean Paul 


‘Anderson 
QU pe 
‘A grant of $250,000 Skitz é 


Knezevic converted. 

Scott Hynds equalised for Altona min- 
utes later to keep the Phoenix in the hunt, 
but Peter Tsolakis restored Port’s lead in | 
the 17th minute. 

In the 37th minute, referee Cain 

Naucevski halted play, when. 
darkness overtook __ the 
ground. One of the flood- 
light towers malfunctioned 
and although three of the 
four towers was still oper- 
ating, there was not 
enough light for 
Naumceyski to continue to 
match. 

Under VSF rules the match 
will have to be replayed. VSF media liai- 
son officer Neil Wallace said under the 
rules if the lights fail after 70 minutes the 
result stands, 7 

“This is clearly not the case, The light 
failed after 37 minutes, so the match will 
have to be replayed at a date yet to be con- 
firmed,” Wallace said. 


(Ovein) 


Round 19 — Results 


AOU MBO: ss tous seen s eed Dandenong Thunder ............+-¢%- 01 


Bentleigh Greens ............-+-..0 


Green Gully Caval'Re .. 2.06... sey eee 5 


(Spiteri, Vassallo) 
Preston Lions ....... 
(Emsovski) 

Essendon Royals . 
(Tribuzio). 


Fawkner Blues ...... so 0) 


Fo. 


St. Albans Saints ....... 
(Rados, Milardovic (2)) 


Victorian 
Premier League 


FRIDAY 29TH JUNE 


Essendon Royals vs Bulleen Zebras 


SUNDAY 1ST JULY 


Bentleigh Greens vs Port Melbourne Sharks 
Altona East Phoenix vs St Albans Saints 
Preston Lions vs Altona Magic 


SUNDAY 1ST JULY 


Heidelberg United vs Fawkner Blues 
Green Gully vs Dandenong Thunder 


For more information, log onto 
www.soccervictoria. org.au 


By Glenn Dai Glenn Davis 


t. Gravatt, boosted by 

a surprise comeback 
from experienced goal- 
keeper Graham Ross, con- 
tinued its erawl away from 
relegation with an upset 2-1 
win over Bundaberg in a 
close Queensland premier 
league tussle on Saturday 
night, 

Ross, a former national 
soccer league yeteran with 
the Brisbane Strikers, retired 
Jast season after several years 
with Rochedale Royers in the 
premier league. 

Ross had been Mt 
Gravatt’s goalkeeping coach 
this season, but was enticed 
into making a comeback by 
coach and work colleague 
Mal Bland, 

“We need to survive the 
the premier league and we 
need to get away from the 
bottom of the table,” Bland 
said, 

“Tye got a lot of young 
kids and they just 
need a bit of 
guidance and 
direction from 
a few experi- 
enced players 
like Graham 

“He didn't 
have a lot to do 
in his first 
game back but his organisa- 
tion was first class, 

“Although he hasn't 
played for a while it’s been 
an easy transition for him as 
he's been our goalkeeping 
coach all year and knows all 


LL THE RESULTS 


“Perry Park” Abbotsford Road, Mayne. Brisbane. 4006. 


Phone: (07) 3252 5327 @ Fax: (07) 3252 1137 ® www.qldsoccer.com.au 


the players well.” 

Bland is not getting car- 
ried away with Mt. Gravatt’s 
upset over Bundaberg and 
will continue over the next 
few weeks to chip away at 
getting more points. 

“Tt was a crucial match for 
us and the win puts us level 
on points with Bundaberg 
while Pine Rivers and now 
Toowoomba are behind us on 
the table,” he said. 

“Tye changed a few things 
at the club lately and we're 
now setting short term goals 
rather than look at the longer 
term, 

“We're looking at getting 
blocks of six points and now 
that we've just picked up 
three, we're now focusing on 
another three ~—_ against 
Rochedale next game.” 

Mt. Grayatt had to do it 
the hard way to claim victory 
after trailing Bundaberg 1-nil 
at halftime after Jason Kune 
netted for the visitors. 

Central defender Mike 

Lipscombe brought Mt, 
Gravatt back on 
level termswith a 

sensational 30 
metre drive into 
the top corner of 
the net after a 
free-kick was 
Squared across 
to centre field 
midway through 
the second half. 

The Hawk's winner came 
only a few minutes later 
when Adam Webber chal- 
lenged the Bundaberg 
defence before scoring a 
serappy goal inside the box. 


Round 15 
XXXX League 


Mt Gravatt .... 
Rochedale Rov . 
Brisbane Lions . 
Brisbane City 
Eastern Subs . 
Taringa Rovers . 


2 B’Berg Waves 
Pine Rivers . . . 
TBA Raiders ... 
Gold Coast .. . 
IPSW Knights 
Wynnum . 


a Reserves 


Mt Gravatt .... 
Taringa Rovers . 
Rochedale Rovers . 
Brisbane Lions . 
Brisbane City 
Eastern Subs .. . 


B’berg Waves . 
Wynnum . . 

Pine Rivers * 
TBA Raiders . 
Gold Coast . 
IPSW Knights 


XXXX Youths 


Mt Gravatt .... 
Rochedale Rover: 
Brisbane Lions ... 
Brisbane City 
Eastern Subs... .. 


Taringa Rovers ........ 


Sunshine Coast 
Pine Rivers . 
TBA Raiders 
Gold Coast . 
.1 IPSW Knights 


4 


Scott Rocker: Wynnum striker. 
“Tt was a very close game ~ draw with Rochedale. 


but I thought the goal they 
got was rather unfortunate,” 
Bland said. 

“The ball was crossed and 
somehow as Lipscombe went 
to clear it went under his foot 
and gave them a soft goal,” 
he said. 

With seven games of the 
season left and with Mt. 
Gravatt out of the 
Queensland Cup, Bland is 
hopeful his young brigade 
can fight off relegation. 


eanwhile cellar 
dwellars Pine Rivers 
also showed they would not 
surrender meekly to relega- 
tion after a spirted 1-1 away 


- ALL THE RESULTS 


Albany Creek 
Capalaba .. 
Souths Utd 
Newmarket 
North Pine .. 


Grange Thistle . 


Rocklea Utd . 


Albany Creek 
Capalaba . 
Souths Utd 
Newmarket 
North Pine .. 


Grange Thistle . 
Rocklea Utd ... 


Capalaba . 
Souths Utd 
Newmarket 
North Pine 


Grange Thistle . 


Albany Creek 
Rocklea Utd . 


Rochedale coach Keiran 
Cooper was bitterly disap- 
pointed with his sixth loss of 
the season, all by the odd 
goal. 

“The first half we were 
terrible and they deserved 
their lead,” Cooper said. 

“But is was different after 
the break and we played a lot 
better and dominated.” 

Pine Rivers led’ 1-0 half 
time after Luke Bellard head- 
ed home a cross in the 25th 
minute. 

Rochedale drew level 
midway into the second half 
after Darren Bender squared 
a ball into the box for 
Cameron Hunt to drive 


ALL THE RESULTS 


Round 18 
Semi Pro 


2 Acacia Ridge . 


North Star. . 
Olympic Utd 
Redlands Utd 
The Gap . 

Mitchelton . 


Slacks Creek 


Semi Pro Reserves 
5 Acacia Ridge . 


North Star. 


Olympic Ud - 
Redlands Utd . 


The Gap . 
Mitchelton . 


4 Slacks Creek . 


_ Semi Pro Youth 


North Star . 


Olympic Ud . 
Redlands Utd . 


The Gap . 
Mitchelton . 


Acacia Ridge . 
Slacks Creek - 


home. 

Both sides could have won 
the thriller in the dying 
stages after Rochedale’s Taro 
Urabe missed a penalty while 
Pine Rivers’ Daniel Dreger 
hit the crossbar off a free- 
kick in the final minute. 

Rochedale’s draw keeps 
them midtable but the side 
will be missing teenage 
dynamos Shane Huke, 15, 
and goalkeeper Chris 
O'Connor, 16, due to repre- 
sentative duties for their 
important Mt Gravatt clash 
next wegk. 

Pine Rivers coach Steve 
Dolan was happy with the 
point. 

“Twas quite pleased with 
our first half performance but 
they pressured us a lot more 
after the break," Dolan said. 

“Overall I'm pleased with 
the point as it’s never easy 
going to Rochedale and com- 
ing away with points. 

“Either side could have 
snatched a win,” 


t Jack Speare Park, 


Wynnum, minus coach 


Peter Tokesi, came from 
behind to snatch a 2-1 win 
over Taringa Rovers to skip 
three points clear in the pre- 
miership lead. 

Tokesi, who had junior 
representative commitments, 
made a last minute to play 
striker Scott Rocker and as 
fate turned out he played an 
important role in the visitors’ 
win. 

Taringa took an early lead 
within ten minutes after 
Steve Dawes scored 


but Wynnum fought back to 
level on the half hour 
through Josh Rose. 

Rocker, who has been 
finding it hard to cement a 
regular first team berth with 
the Wolves, netted the win- 
ner after the break. 

Wynnum had Duncan 
Easton stretchered off after 
he was flattened by team- 
mate Daniel Duke, who hay- 
ing his last game before get- 
ting married next week. 

“Duncan was taken to hos- 
pital by ambulance but he’s 
okay luckily,” Tokesi said, 

“Daniel Duke will miss 
our next two games, a fixture 
against Easts next 


ABSW (33 


“But full credit to the Gold 
Coast they played well and 
pressuifed us. 

“Overall we had more 
chances but they were few 
and far between.” 

“On reflection my biggest 
fear was realised as we had- 
n't played for competitive 
points for nearly a month 
because of Queensland Cup 
matches and postponements 
because our players were in 
the Queensland side.” 

Wight said Brisbane City 
were on a roll before recent 
disruptions broke the side's 
rhythm but was confident of 
capitalising on its matches in 

hand after 


week and a BRISBANE CITY | receiving » a 
Queensland Cup ace wake-up ‘call 


match but will be 
back in time for 
our — important 
game —_against 
Brisbane City.” 


Bex City, who 
still has two games 

in hand over leaders 
Wynnum and third placed 
Gold Coast fought out a 
tense 0-0 draw at Spencer 
Park, 

Brisbane City coach 
Danny Wright's worst fears 
were realised” in a game 
which offered few goal scor- 
ing highlights until a City 
goal with two minutes 
remaining was disallowed, 

“The ref ruled the ball had 
been kicked out of their 
keeper's hand when he had 
one hand on the ball,” Wright 
said 


from the Gold 
Coast. 
In/ _ others 
matches 
Ipswich 
Knights 
downed Easts 3-2 
in a thriller at Heath 
Park with the visitors goals 
coming from Michael Dare, 
Matt Hilli and Trent Griffiths 
while Easts’ goals came from 
Shane_Steffanuto and Shane 
Coffey. 


{ Richlands, Brisbane 
Lions were given a huge 
fright coming from behind to 
draw |-all with Toowoomba, 
a week after the club sacked 
coach John Ogden. 
Toowoomba led 1-0 at the 
break after J: Boswood 
struck for the visitors before 
the equaliser for Lions came 
from Des Hughes. 


PREMIER 


FOOTBALL 


QUEENSLAND 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


FIXTURES 


CROUND 16) 
Saturday 30th June 


Gold Coast v Brisbane Lions 7.00pm 
TBA Raiders v B’berg Waves 7.00pm 
Wynnum v Eastern Subs 
Rochedale Rovers v Mt Gravatt 7.00pm 


7.00pm 


Sunday Ist July 
Pine Rivers v Taringa Rovers 2.45pm 
IPSW Knights v Brisbane City 2.45pm 
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SUPER YOUTH 
LEAGUE 

GRADE 13; Macarthur Rams 1 Wollongong 
Wolves 1, Sydney United 0 Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles 0, Newcastle United 1 Northern Spirit 9, 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 1 Eastern Suburbs 
Wanderers 0, Sydney Olympic 5 Fairfield Bulls 
), Leichhardt Tigers 3 Blacktown City Demons 
5, Parramatta Eagles 1 Bankstown City Cubs 0, 
Marconi Stallions 4 St George 1, Canterbury 
Marrickville 9 Sutherland Shire 0, Penrith 
Panthers 2 Central Coast Coasties 1, 
Wollongong Wolves 3 Newcastle United 0. 

GRADE 14: Sydney Olympic 3 Blacktown 
City 1, Macarthur Rams 0 Wollongong Wolves 
2, Sydney United 1 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0, 


Warringah Dolphins 1 Eastern Suburbs 
Wanderers 3, Sydney Olympic 5 Fairfield Bulls 
1, Leichhardt Tigers 0 Blacktown City Demons 
4, Parramatta Eagles 0 Bankstown City Cubs 1, 
Marconi Stallions 2 St George 1, Canterbury 
Marrickville 0 Sutherland Shire 1, Penrith 
Panthers 1 Central Coast Coasties 0, 
Wollongong Wolves 2 Newcastle United 1. 
GRADE 15: Macarthur Rams 1 Wollongong 
Wolves 0, Sydney United 1 Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles 0, Newcastle United 0 Northern Spirit 1, 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 4 Eastern Suburbs 
Wanderers 1, Sydney Olympic 1 Fairfield Bulls 
3, Leichhardt Tigers 2 Blacktown City Demons 
5, Parramatta Eagles 1 Bankstown City Cubs 0, 
Marconi Stallions 0 St George 2, Canterbury 
Marrickville 1 Sutherland Shire 0, Penrith 
Panthers 3 Central Coast Coasties 0, 
Wollongong Wolves 1 Newcastle United 2. 


GRADE 16: Wollongong Wolves 2 
Newcastle United 0. 

GRADE 17: Sutherland Shire 0 Parramatta 
Eagles 2, Macarthur Rams 0 Wollongong 
Wolves 5, Sydney United 4 Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles 2, Newcastle United 0 Northern Spirit 3, 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 0 Eastern Suburbs 
Wanderers 1, Sydney Olympic 3 Fairfield Bulls 
1, Leichhardt Tigers 0 Blacktown City Demons 
2, Parramatta Eagles 2 Bankstown City Cubs 0, 
Marconi Stallions 2 St George 0, Canterbury 
Marrickville 0 Sutherland Shire 0, Penrith 
Panthers 2 Central Coast Coasties 0. 


SUPER CADET 


LEAGUE 


GRADE 11: Leichhardt Tigers 0 Blacktown 


Bankstown City Cubs 0, Marconi Stallions 1 St 
George 0, Sydney Olympic 0 Fairfield Bulls 0, 
Canterbury Marrickville 3 Sutherland Shire 0, 
Penrith Panthers 1 Central Coast Coasties 4, 
Macarthur Rams 1 Wollongong Wolves 5, 
Sydney United 3 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1, 
Manly Warringah Dolpins 2 Eastern Suburbs 
Wanderers 1. 

GRADE 12: Leichhardt Tigers 0 Blacktown 
City Demons 0, Parramatta Eagles 2 
Bankstown City Cubs 0, Marconi Stallisns 0 St 
George 1, Sydney Olympic vs Fairfield Bulls 
Postponed, Canterbury Marrickville 2 
Sutherland Shire 4, Penrith Panthers 1 Central 
Coast Coasties 0, Macarthur Rams 1 
Wollongong Wolves 2, Sydney United 2 - 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0, Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 0 Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 2. 


Newcastle United 0 Northern Spirit 1, Manly 


City Demons 3, Parramatta Eagles 1 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


By Otto Bader 


olves Grand-Progress- 

Plan - Talking to the club’s 
Development Officer and Youth 
Grade coach Eddie Teroso, it 
Appears plans are made to stream- 
line the Wolves on the street of 
success in future years ahead, 

Talent spotters from the club are 
attending weekend competition 
games of the Illawarra Soccer 
Associations-Juniors and Seniors, 
to unearth hidden talents. 
Promising youngsters will be 
invited (o trial with the Wolves, 

Teroso will run coaching clin- 
ies, contacting local clubs, from 
Helensburgh to Nowra plus the 
Highland clubs. Also inroads are 
being made to have the 2000 plus 
Junior Soccer players in the Menai 
area interested in the Wollongong 
NSL club. 

The aim is firstly to discover 
prospective NSL players from the 
local junior pool land secondly to 

win over additional fans to attend 
the Wolves home games. The club 
is run as a business with profes- 
sional staff and as such needs to be 
expanded successfully. At the 
recent soccer Expo in Sydney 
attended by important European 
soccer clubs, the Wolves’ status as 
back-to-back Australian champi- 
‘ons was noted. The Wolves’ 
Marketing Group put 

together a 


‘Think-tank’ to foe 


attract business 
and supporters. 
Now is the right 
moment (o push 
ahead with new 
ideas and develop a 
futuristic strategy, 
Eddie Teroso will 
soon be” conducting a 
Youth Grade trials - around 
early July over several weeks - 
for U/I8's, the new age require- 
ment for the NSL Youth teams. 
Youngsters from 16 to 17 years 
are asked to come along, details to 
“be advertised and available from 
the Wolves office at Brandon Park. 
The door is open for ambitious tal- 
ented soccer talents. The club is 
thinking BIG, the present success- 


aU 


ful achievements need to be used 
to grow bigger, to make an impact 
on Australian soccer, to be the 
South Coast's most attractive 
sports club and team. In past years 
Opportunities were not developed, 
this time chances are followed up 
to the full potential. 

The ‘Gut-Feeling’ in the club is 
positive, Local soccer fans are 
ready to throw their weight behind 
the Wolves. Let’s all be positive 
and confident of future soccer 
wins, Many thousand of young- 
sters in Illawarra are looking’up to 
the Wolves players as their heroes 
~ don’t disappoint them. 


N” Wolves Captain — After 
‘one team captain departed, 
long live the newly-appointed 
leader of the pack — striker Stuart 
Young, 

General Manager Graeme 
Haney announced the appoint- 
ment, accepted by the proud strik- 
er, Obviously he realises the 
importance to lead by example and 
has a hard job to follow the previ- 
‘ous long serving team captain - 
Suggest to Stuart to start sprint- 
training now in the off-season to 
increase his speed! 

Young as an experienced player, 
travelling around in the world of 
soccer for years, has the maturity 
to do the job, respected by others. 

He is also the Media Officer of 

the Wolves, 

competent to 

represent the 

= club at public 

functions and 

speaking 
engagements, 


xciting New 
Player 

Signed - the Wolves 
have attracted an former 


*#> socceroo, striker Zeljko (Sean) 


Babic - named by his former 
club Marconi as Player of the Year. 
In the prime of his soccer career 
(26 years old), Babicis eager to be 
part of the Wolves “third” attempt 
to grab the NSL title. The signing 
took place in Wollongong’s newly 
named Champion Plaza, the civic 
centre. Babic’ has played in 
Belgium with St. Truiden as well 


Stuart Young: Wolves’ new skipper and leader-of-the-pack. 


as represented Australia. His expe- 
rience, and agility will fit in well 
with the Wolves strike force of 
Sasho Petrovski and Stuart Young, 

The club is presently negotiat- 
ing with several more well-known 
NSL players, while awaiting fur- 
ther good news from the manage- 
ment soon. Coach Ron Corry has 
acted quickly to fill gaps left by 
the departed players, confident to 
announce more than capable 
replacements. From this year's 
Youth Grade squad, more than one 
exceptional talent could be called 
upon to train with the senior 
squad, possibly making the start- 
ing line-up. 

Tlawarra - ICU Premier League 
Results round 11 with comments = 
3 home game wins, 2 away wins, | 
game postponed - Unfortunately, 
Shoalhaven City had their magnif- 
icent complex at Ison Park fire- 
bugged, completely destroyed by 
vandals not known so far. Total of 
18 goals scored. Sunday’s Match- 
of-the-day surprised. Competition 
leaders consolidated their lead. 

Wollongong Olympic v 
Kemblawarra 1:3, result expect- 
ed fo be much closer, the visitors 
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done it relatively easy, they domi- 
nated play, goals from Manny 
Mavridis, Matt Parker, Cord 
Tolson, the lone goals for Olympic 
came from a mistake by the unfor- 
tunate keeper. Next to play are 
Balgownie and Lysaght. 

Cringila y Northern United 
3:1 - Played on Friday night, it 
resulted in an easy win for the host 
safe on the table. A difficult games 
for both. 

Coniston Lions y Picton 3:0 - 
No score at the break, either party 
could have taken the lead, the 
home side scored three goals in the 
second half with John Chapman 
and Vlad Srbinoyski (2), thus 
cementing a second spot on the 
ladder, while Picton are looking to 
secure their place. Next to play 
against Bulli and Cringila. 

Port Kembla y Western 
Suburbs 0:2 - The upset of the 
round, well played by both sides, 
both working well, creating 
chances. West’s goalkeeper was 
outstanding-One goal in each half, 
opening the score a great free-kick 
form Neil Harlock , after 15 min- 
utes, the second goal in the final 
minute of play from Shane McGirr 


when Port threw players forward, 
West looked well organised. Next 
to play against Northern United 
and Shoalhaven City. 

Balgownie Rangers y Bulli 4:2 
~ A solid win for the home team, 
goals from Frank Barilla (2), 
Dominic Cario, Glen Smede, for 
the visitors goals from Shant 
Flack (2), Bulli lost one player 
early in the match, both coaches 
satisfied with the effort of their 
players.” Next to play against 
Olympic and Coniston, tough 
opposition. 

Points Table = Kemblawarra 
26, Coniston 24, Port 21, West 19, 
Olympic 19, Balgownie 18, 
Cringila 16, Lysaght 11 (match in 
hand), Bulli 11, Picton 10, 
Shoalhaven 7 (match in hand), 
North | point only. Reserve Grade 
leaders Coniston 25 and Youth 
Grade Lysaght 23 points. 

ICU First Division Results and 
Comments - 4 home wins, 4 away 
ones, total of 33 goals scored, not 
upheavals, leading —_ teams 
Tarrawanna 24 points, Warilla 
Wanderers 24 (match in hand), 
Kiama 23 (match in hand), Albion 
Park WE 22, Helensburgh and 
University 21. points, Reserve 
Grade Tarrawanna on 27, Youth 
Grade University 28 points, 

Highlands y Ruse 3:1 - Much 
closer than expected, sides finding 
form, next to play Fernhill and 
Shellharbour City. 

Barbarians y Albion Park 0:6 
- No score at the break until the 
floodgates opened in the second 
half, the visitors too good, well 
organised and aiming for the top 
end of the table. Next to play with 
Barbarians having the Bye, while 
Albion Park WE v Warilla 
Wanderers, very interesting and 
possible a decider for either side to 
carry on for top honours. 

Fernhill y Tarrawanna 0:2 - 
Competition leader far too steady, 
despite good opposition from the 
host. Next to play Highlands and 
South Coast United. 

Berkeley vy Dapto 1:2 - well 
done by the visitors, close 
encounter, next to play Illawarra 
United and Kiama. 

Shellharbour City v Woonona 
0:6 - Superior visitors, no chance 


for rather young home side lacking 
toughness and experience, losing 
one player did not help them 
either. Next to play Ruse and 
Bellambi. 

Warilla Wanderers vy“ 
University 2:1 - Very close game, 
decided in final minute, goals for 
the host from Andrew Thompson 
and Joel Kime, a penalty for 
University which disappointed on 
the day, good game to watch, the 
home side tried hard and succéed- 
ed. Next to play Albion Park WE 
and Helenslburgh, 

South Coast United y 
Helensburgh 5:2 - A bit of a sur- 
prise the score, Much more was 
expected from the ‘burgh’, going 
down-hill fast. Next to play 
Tarrawanna and University. 


Zelkjo Babic: Latest arrival 
to the team. 


Kiama y Bellambi 2:0 - Solid 
win by the home team making sure 
of top end spot, Bellambi not 
going well lately. Next to play 
Dapto land Woonona. 

Junior Soccer - Only results 
received from Shellharbour = 
U/6's whites drew .after much 
enjoyment. U/I1’s 2nd division 
won 9:2 y Corrimal. U/12’s 3rd 
div. lost 1:2 to Bellambi. U/13’s 
won 4:0 y Figtree. 

Reminder to enrol with July 
School Holiday soccer clinics, 
contact Sheila Morris on phone 
42961340 quickly. 

Referee Quiz - a player deliber- 
ately handles the ball to prevent a 
goal but the ball still goes into the 
net. What ‘should the referee do? 
(Answer: caution the player, award 
the goal). 


JULES SHS OVER SUNS 


Stanmore Hawks 1 


Hajduk Wanderers 6 
Hi" Wanderers inflicted a 
comprehensive 6-1 drubbing 
~ of the Stanmore Hawks in their 
round 15 clash at Arlington Oval. 
Hajduk led just 1-0 at half time 
courtesy of a Tim Gledhill goal, 
coming one minute shy of the 
break. Following the re-start, the 
visitors extended their lead to 2-0 
when Adriano Macerola scored 
before the Hawks clawed one back 
moments later, through Yane 
Talcevski. The Wanderers then 
upped the tempo and scored four 
further goals, three going to 
Gledhill and one to substitute 
Stephen Scotti. Gledhill’s four 
goals and the form of Mauro Van 
Cuylenberg the standouts in the 6-1 
win, 


Dulwich Hill 5 
MSC Liverpool 0 


ur goals from striker Steve 

Karavatakis has —_ helped 
Dulwich Hill cruise to a 5-0 victory 
over MSC Liverpool at 
Hammondville Oval. Karavatakis 
opened his account in the 8th 
minute before sinking Liverpool 
with two goals in two minutes just 
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after half time. The Dulwich Hill 
marksman then set up Robert 
Todorovski before adding his 
fourth goal in the 87th minute to 
complete the 5-0 rout. 


Fairfield Bulls 6 
Rockdale City 0 


na day where ex-Sydney 

‘Olympic mid- 
fielder Kresimir 
Marusic made his 
debut for 
Rockdale City a 
determined and 
powerful Fairfield 
Bulls team showed 
their championship 
material with a 6-0 
win in front of their 
home crowd. Goals from 
Mare Hoenselaars (3), 
Matthew Borg and Ben Green 
(2) made for an impressive victory 
that no doubt dispelled any doubts 
that the Bulls will be there when the 
trophies are being handed out, The 
Suns never really got into gear and 
would have left their coach and 
supporters very disappointed. They 
will be looking to bounce back next 
week while the Bulls showed that 
they fear no team and can score at 
will. 


Former Sydney Olympic playmaker, Kresimir Marusic, 
debuted for Rockdale City but could not prevent a 6-0 drub- 
bing to the Fairtield Bulls. 


Bankstown 2 
Macarthur 0 


na fast paced game that either 

team could have won, the 
Bankstown City Lions have defeat- 
ed the Macarthur Rams 2-0. 

The first goal came 

when fast thinking 
Robert 
Gomez quick- 
ly took a free 
kick to put 

L. aston 

MacDonald 

into space 

down the right 
hand side of the 
field, who was 
good enough to 
take the ball in and 
pass Rams keeper 
Chad Taylor in the 20th 
minute. In the second half the 
match continued to be played at a 
frantic pace with Macarthur begin- 
ning to take hold of a tiring 
Bankstown side. 

However, despite the Rams 
being camped at their oppositionis 
end for most of the half, the impres- 
sive Lions defence held strong. The 
final goal came when Goce 
‘Trpkoski converted a penalty in the 
89th minute to give his side a cer- 
tain victory. 


Hurstville 1 
AC United 2 


C United snuck to within one 

point of a spot in the top five 
when they defeated Hurstville City 
Minotaurs 2-1 at St. George 
Stadium. 

‘The Minotaurs got off to a great 
start with John Manolopoulos 
putting away a 3rd minute strike, 
but the game deteriorated and 
became little more than a,succes- 
sion of free kicks and penalties for 
its remainder. 

In the second half, AC United 


“put away two chances to grab the 


points, striker Alex Araujo putting 
away a Devrim Huseyin cross 
before big Jim Melissourgos got on 
the end of a Nathan Rivera pass to 
make it 2-1 


. Manly-Warringah 
. Dulwich Hill 
. Fairfield 
Bankstown 
. Rockdale City 
. AC United 
. Macarthur 
. Hajduk Wanderers 
. Fraser Park 

10. Hurstville 

11. Stanmore 

12. MSC Liverpool 
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WINTER SUPER LEAGUE 
LADDER 


(AFTER Rounp 15) 


HUPEUTAIDOOSE 
UNNNUGUENEEUNG 


For further information see: 


www.soccermsw.com.au 


OCOOINUOUNNUOE 


Kadouh and Devrimol were also 
sent off late in the game for second 
yellow cards. 

Fraser Park 1 


Manly Warringah 2 
anly Warringah kept up the 
pace at the top of the Super 

League tree, courtesy of a scrappy 

2-1 victory at Fraser Park on 

Sunday afternoon. The Dolphins 

stamped their class on the match in 

a two-goal first half, Steve Berry 

side-footing home a 3rd minute 

cross from Adam Snyder and on 12 

minutes Adam Griffiths extended 

the lead at the second attempt. A 

48th minute curling effort from 

Peter Pullicino kept the Jets in the 

match, however, the contest ground 

to a halt from this point onwards. 

Manly Warringah was unable to kill 

off the contest, but stumbled home 

‘on the back of their midfield supe- 

fiority and in truth, were rarely 

threatened. 


Dulwich Hill striker Steve Karavatakis is yet again on course 
for the Golden Boot Award after scoring four goals against 
the hapless MCS Liverpool. 


Winter Super 
League 


ROUND 16 


SUNDAY 1ST JULY 


Manly Warringah Dolphins v Bankstown City Lions Cromer Park 
First Grade: 3.00pm 


Macarthur Rams v Fairfield Bulls Lynwood Park 
First Grade: 3.00pm_ * 


Rockdale City Suns v Dulwich Hill 
First Grade: 3.00pm 


Rockdale llinden 
Sports Ground 


AC United v Fraser Park Jets 
First Grade: 3.00pm_ 


Abruzzi Oval 


Hajduk Wanderers v Hurstville City Minotaurs 


Hajduk Stadium 


Stanmore Hawks v MSC Liverpool 
First : 3.00pm. 


Arlington Oval 


Catch up with all the latest news on the Winter 
Super League and other NSW Soccer news on 
our website: 


Official clothing 
‘supplier to NSWSF 


www.soccernsw.com.au 


NSWSF RESULTS LIN 922 885 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JUNE 26,2001... ... 7 


, 2002 World 
There’s no stopping 
the Americans 


he United States fp 

moved a step closer 

to qualifying for 
the 2002 World Cup finals 
by dispatching a listless 
‘Trinidad and Tobago side 
2-0 in their CONCACAF 
zone match last week. 

A yocal crowd of 31,211 
at Foxboro Stadium saw 
Ante Razoy put the home 
team in front after only 73 
seconds. Earnie Stewart 
then made it 2-0 with a shot 
from 19 metres in the 20th 
minute, 

‘The Americans are top of 
the CONCACAF zone 
table after picking up 13 
points from their five 
games, Trinidad have only 
one point from five mateh- 
es and are bottom. 

The six nations involved 
play each other on a home 
and away basis with the top 
three teams going through 
to the 2002 World Cup 
finals in Japan and South 
Korea, 

‘Trinidad didn’t manage 
an effort on target until the 
28th minute when Dwight 
Yorke shot straight at goal- 
keeper Kasey Keller from 
20 metres, 

The U.S. are now 

- unbeaten in their last 19 


Trinidad . 
Jamaica .. 


United States 
Honduras 
Costa Rica 
Jamaica 
Mexico 
‘Trinidad 


re) 
on-nnse 
Rte eS 
wounds is 


es ra 
United States goaltender Kasey Keller (bottom) makes a save from Trinidad and Tobago’s Ansil Elcock in 
the second half of their World Cup qualifier in Foxboro, Massachusetts, USA. 


MEXICO’S COACH QUITS 
Saree AFTER HONDURAN HIDING 


their defeat by Costa Rica aa ‘ ‘exico coach back in five days and their youngsters," said Meza, who pionship titles in the last three 
in 1985. ° Enrique Meza ___ sixth loss ina row. was in charge for less than a years with provincial club 


“We're certainly pleased fl . resigned after last "Lhave just told all the peo- year. Toluca, replaced Manuel ~ 
with this result,” said U.S. Honduran Danilo Turcios (right) fights with week's 3-1 defeat by ple whotreatedme so well that The defeat left Mexico fifth  Lapuente last September. 
coach Bruce Arena. Mexican Pavel Pardo in a World Cup qualifying Honduras, their second they will have to look forcom- in the final stage of the CON- But after two early wins, 
“Overall it wasn’t per- match in San Pedro Sula. World Cup qualifying set- petent people who can help the  CACAF World Cup qualifying Mexico have triumphed in 


competition at the halfway only one of their last 16 
stage with four points from matches under Meza, 
five games, Only the top three They were beaten 4-0 by 
qualify. England in a friendly and then 
Mexico have just over a lost all three matches at the 
week to find a replacement — Confederations Cup, including 
before theirnext game athome defeats to South Korea and 
to group leaders the United Australia and a 4-0) thrashing 
States on July 1. by France, ‘ 
Mexican Football On. Saturday, they suffered 
Federation (FMF) director a shock 2-1 home defeat by 
Hugo Kiese, who isin charge Costa Rica, their first in a 
of the national teams commis- qualifier at the Azteca stadi- 
sion, confirmed Meza had um, 
resigned. Mexico looked doomed 
"We're going through a bad from the start in San Pedro 
patch and we're going to try Sula on Wednesday, 
and improve," he said. " ‘The Honduras attack, led by 
going to try and sort the speedy Carlos Pavon and 
tion out in ten days." He did — David Suazo, is one of the best 
not mention any possible — the country has produced and 
replacements, would have given Mexico a 
Meza, whose credentials’ tough game in any circum- 


fect, but who can complain little or no threat in the first 
at this point, This (result) is half and allowed the 
what it’s all about, taking Americans to control play 
points, and right now we're throughout. 
almost there for the big “We've obviously very 
dance next year.” disappointed,” said 
Razoy opened the scor- Trinidad coach — Tan 
ing when he beat Trinidad Porterfield. 
goalkeeper Clayton Ince “The U.S. played very 
easily with a clinical left- tough and we'll have to 
foot strike from 10 metres. think about things after 
The second goal came this,” he said. “We came 
-when Marvin Andrews into this with high spirits, 
gave the ball away in mid- but obviously our spirits are 
field and Stewart ran on to down,” 
score from the edge of the ‘The only negative aspect 
penalty area. “This was a for the Americans was the 
great result for us,” said yellow card received by 
Stewart who has Glasgow Rangers midfield- 
scored seven qualifying er Claudio Reyna. It was 
. goals. “To have 13 points _ his second card in the qual- 
by now, you really can't get fying round and he will 
much better than that.” now miss the match in 
The Trinidadians posed Mexico on July 1. 


Dale Saunders (right) of Trinidad and Tobago plays through United States _ 
defenders during the World Cup Qualifier at Foxboro Stadium in Foxboro, included three Mexican cham- stances. 
Massachussetts. 
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Romario disgusted 
with Brazilian soccer 


\ Jeteran striker Romario 

described Brazilian football as 

a mess last week as the nation- 
al squad was forced to train with 
nearly half of its players still missing. 

“It's the same old mess. I hope that 
this time the mess is better organised,” 
said the striker, who remains one his 
country’s most important players at the 
age of 35. 


RONALDO 
CALLS AT 
BRAZIL’S 
CAMP 


‘njured striker Ronaldo visited 
| Fea training camp last week 

but turned down invitations to 
train with the team and to travel to 
Uruguay with them for next month’s 
World Cup qualifier. 

Ronaldo, who is due to retum to 
action in August after being out for 
nearly (wo years with bad knee injuries, 
chatted with the squad and played table 
tennis with them. 

His presence caused chaos with hun- 


“On the field, with a new coach, 
everything's going well. 

Off the field, Brazilian football is the 
same old mess. It never changes,” he 
told reporters. 

Only 12 of Brazil's 22 players were 
present as new coach Luiz Felipe 
Scolari, who was appointed the previ- 
ous week, took charge of his first train- 
ing session. 

The next day, two more players 
turned up but the squad, which is train- 
ing for a key World Cup qualifier away 
to Uruguay on July 1, was only expect- 
ed to be complete by Sunday. 

Critics blamed the Brazilian Football 
Confederation (CBF) for failing to per- 
suade European clubs to release players 
early as promised. 

Romario also seemed less than 
impressed that injury-stricken striker 
Ronaldo, who has been out of action for 
18 months due to two successive knee 
injuries and is set to return in August, 
visited the players on Wednesday and 
listened to a team talk. 

“The visit was important for him as 
Ronaldo's aim is to return to the team. It 


dreds of people standing outside the 
perimeter fence in the hope of catching 
a glimpse of the player once rated the 
best in the world. 

Ronaldo said he could not stay with 
the team in the mountain resort of 
Teresopolis because he had to return to 
Rio to follow a training programme laid 
down by his Italian club Inter Milan. 

Ronaldo's last game for his country 
was a friendly against the Netherlands 
in October 1999. Brazil have suffered 
an unprecedented run of poor results in 
his absence and are struggling to quali- 
fy for the 2002 World Cup. 

“T don't know if that’s the cause,” he 
said. “If it is, | hope I can help us solve 
the problem.” 


Surrounded by the media, Brazilian star Ronaldo, left, enters the 
Brazilian Soccer Confederation (CBF) training centre in Teresopolis. 
Ronaldo is training with the Brazilian team, which is preparing for a 

World Cup qualifier against Uruguay on July 1. 


was good for him to talk to the group of 
players. That's all,” Romario said. 

Romario’s comments came as CBF 
president Ricardo Teixeira visited the 
training camp in the mountain resort of 
Teresopolis. 

Teixeira has been criticised for his 
treatment of former coach Emerson 
Leao, who was told he had been fired 
earlier this month as he was about to 
board a plane in Japan with his team to 
return home from the Confederations 
Cup. 

Teixeira is also one of the main tar- 
gets of a Congressional commission of 
inquiry which has been investigating 
alleged irregularities and mismanage- 
ment in Brazilian football. 

Romario, who has been troubled by a 
calf muscle injury, said he would to play 
in Montevideo and pointed out that he 
had a good record against Brazil's old 
rivals, 

“T get lucky against them,” he said, 
referring to the two goals he scored in a 
World Cup qualifier against the same 
team eight years ago. 


‘igeria have asked French first divi- 

sion club Paris St Germain to 

release midfielder Austin “Jay 
Jay” Okocha from pre-season training so 
he can play a World Cup qualifier against 
Sudan. 

Nigerian Football Association (NFA) press 
officer Austin Mgbolu said PSG's instruction 
that Okocha report for pre-season training on 
July 7 would mean the player would be 
unavailable for the Sudan clash on July 1 in 
Omdurman, unless he reported late for the 
club’s programme. 

“So we've requested that PSG allow him 


Brazilian star Romario arrives at the Brazilian Soccer Confederation training 
complex in Teresopolis, about 100 miles north of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 


to be available for our match and report to the 
club afterwards,” Mgbolu said. 

Okocha is among 36 Nigerian players 
invited to start preparations for the Sudan 
match in northern Kano city, 

Mgbolu said training would now start on 
‘Thursday, a day later than originally planned. 

“Coach Amodu Shaibu and his crew asked 
for a day’s extension after returning from 
Windhoek, where we defeated Namibia 2-0 
in the last group match in the African Nations 
Cup qualifier,” he said. 

Nigeria won the group to qualify for the 
16-nation finals in Mali next year, 


Mgbolu denied local newspaper reports 
hat Nigeria's former captain Daniel 
Amokachi had been invited for the Sudan 
match. 

“Those we believe can do the job are the 
‘ones we named on Monday,” he said. 

Nigeria are second in World Cup African 
zone group B with 10 points from six match- 
6, two points behind surprise leaders Liberia, 
Sudan are third with nine points but have a 
game in hand. 

The top team will qualify for the 2002 
World Cup finals in Japan and South Korea, 


USD SHAM ANS UCOSLAY CHIPS 


‘ugoslav champions Red Star 
Yin. retained their Yugoslav 

title with an emphatic 4-1 win over 
relegated local rivals Milicionar on last 
week, 

Red Star won their fifth league title in the 
past decade with 88 points from 34 matches, 
two more than bitter local rivals Partizan who 
had nothing to cheer despite their 2-1 home 
win over second-from-bottom Radnicki Nis. 

The champions started the day needing a 
point to retain the title but never looked under 
pressure as they besieged the modest visitors 
from the kick-off, 

The fans lit fireworks and sang and the 
champions duly responded with two more 
goals from Branko Boskovic and Sasa Zoric, 
either side of a consolation strike by 
Milicionar’s Zeljko Joksimovic. 

A pitch invasion by several hundred Red 
‘Star supporters briefly interrupted the match 
five minutes before the end and the fans took 
the turf by storm in their thousands after the 
final whistle. 

‘There was a carbon copy of the weekend's 
Serie A script as the players were stripped off 
their jerseys, shorts, boots and even socks 
before battling their way through to the dress- 


ing rooms, 

“This is a memorable day for me, the lads 
and this fantastic crowd who turned up in 
pouring rain to honour another league title 
we've won for the club,” coach Slavoljub 
Muslin said after the match. 


“We're now looking forward to playing’in 
the qualifying stages of the European 
Champions League, hoping to become the 
first Yugoslav team to reach the round-robin 
stage of the competition,” he added. 


BLATTER ALLEGES UEFA PLOT 


's bankruptcy, 
“He fey AS Teg Ele CoH, 
at FIFA's July congress in Buenos Aires if del- 
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Sue 


By Joe Russo 


oma, Roma, Romat Another season over and the fourth 
team in four years to win the Serie A Scudetto is of 
course the yellow and reds from Rome, 

‘There was some doubt along the way — perhaps a last 
minute miracle from Juventus or Lazio — but in the end the 
most deserving team throughout season 2000/01 won. 

‘The Roma team can be even more proud because they have 
taken the title from their biller rivals Lazio. Rome is divided in 
its support for both teams with Roma attracting approximately 
60% of the city’s support and Lazio approximately 40%. 

Roma's stars have been Gabriel Batistuta (20 goals in 28 
appearances), Francesco Totti (13 goals in 30 appearances), 
Vincenzo. Montella’ (13 goals in 27 appearances), Damiano 
‘Tommasi, Murco Delvecchio, Cristiano Zanetti, Vincent 
Candela, Emerson, Marcos Cafu, Zago and even the veteran 
Aldair, 

‘The best of the lot is without any doubt Totti, The captain 
and playmaker followed an excellent Buro 2000 with Italy and 
carried it on. to the league with Roma. Italian coach Giovanni 
‘Trapattoni says he is the best current Italian player and few 
could argue, 

‘Tommasi closely follows behind Totti, This excellent mid- 
fielder, who also plays for Italy, has had a dream season. The 
Brazilian Cafu on the right side of midfield also bad a dream 
season with some excellent play that often mesmerised his 
adversaries, 

‘The Frenchman Candela on the left side of the midfield is 
without peer in the Serie A and he too had a great season. The 
Argentinian duo of Samuel and Batistuta were simply brilliant 
as well. Samuel in defence was a real revelation this year and 
‘Batigol’ lived up to his nickname after his moye from 
Fiorentina, {s there a better finisher anywhere in the world? 

‘The Brazilian midfielder Emerson has already been called 
the ‘new Falcao’ and only serious injury prevented him from 
playing more at the start of the season, When he played he 
showed some rare qualities. The Italian Zanetti also in midfield 
did well when required (o partner the brilliant Tommasi. 

Up front was always interesting {6 see who would partner 
Batistuta ~ Montella or Delveechio. 

Montell often starled on the bench but scored more goals 
and played marginally better but Delvecchio, a former mid- 
fielder, has adapted well to being a striker and remarkably both 
played for Italy, However, it remains to be seen whether or not 
Montella semains at Roma next year. 

000 


oma’s last win in 1983 was with players such as Paulo 

‘alcao, Bruno Conti, Roberto Pruzzo and the late 

Agostino Di Bartolomei. Most of these are forgotten names 
-except for the Roma fans, 

‘Today there are many more names that will be associated 
with the title, the club's third, but surely a special place will be 
reserved for the best club coach in the world — Fabio Capello. 

Roma’s first title in 1942 was under the guidance of Austrian 
Alfred Schaeffer and their second, in 1983, came when that leg- 
endary Swede, Nils Liedholm, coached them. 

Capello is the first Italian to lead Roma to glory. The day 
after Roma’s title win he celebrated his 55th birthday. 

Capello is truly a remarkable coach. This is his sixth title — 

‘Scudettos in Italy and one Primera Liga in Spain and all 
- with thtee different teams. 
_ Capello made his debut as Serie A coach in 1987 as carctak- 
-ef- for the Jast five rounds of that season when he took over at 
AC Milan from, ironically, Liedholm. 
He progressed up the ranks at AC Milan from coaching 
iniors. He finally took over at AC Milan in his own right for 
191/92 after four years of Arrigo Sacchi at the helm. in 
4 ie had won one Scudetto, two: European Champions 
Cups and two Toyota Cups. 
| They said he had a hard act to follow but in his first five 
‘years there-he well and truly overtonk Sacchi. Capello went on 
} to win four Scudettos. 
~ Te was then in 1996-he moved to Real Madrid who hadn't 
won a title in five: years, Capello brought Real success in his 
‘only year at the club before he was enticed back to AC Milan to 
take over again from Sacchi. 

‘The only blemish on his great career was his second stint at 
‘AC Milan-in 1997/98 — tenth place. The following year he 
worked asa television commentator and, now, in his second 
year at Roma he has won another Scudetto; his sixth champi- 
‘onship in nine years of coaching. 

Bravo Capello! 


I'm not quitting Lazio, Veron vows 


azio’s Argentine midfielder 

Juan Veron says he is not 

planning to leave the est- 
while Italian champions. 

Speaking after an Italian Football 
League disciplinary hearing in 
Milan, Veron also protested his inno- 
cence in the passport case that could 
see him banned from the game for 
two years. 

Asked whether he would be join- 
ing Manchester United, who have 
been linked with the player, Veron 
told Reuters television: “I'm not 
leaving. I want to wait and see what 
happens here”. 

Veron, who is facing charges he 
gained an Italian passport by using 
false documents, dismissed sugges- 


tions that he felt let down by his club 
over the passport issue. 

“I don’t feel betrayed by Lazio but 
by those who dealt with this,” said 
the Argentine playmaker. 

Veron said he was perplexed by 
the charges laid against him, 

“['m not afraid. I didn't under- 
stand what happened but I want to 
understand what happened. They 
accuse me of something I didn’t 
do... never had responsibility for it. I 
never had an Italian passport. I'm 
proud and I want to know who did 
this,” said the midfielder. 

Veron, 26, has also been linked in 
recent weeks with moves to Real 
Madrid and Barcelona but the threat 
ofa ban is likely to scorch any trans- 


fer plans and would also likely rule 


Juan Veron: Staying put at 
Lazi 


New Juventus F.C. coach Marcello Lippi (C) smiles after an official 
presentation to the media with General Director Luciano Moggi (L) and Vice 


President of Juventus Roberto Bettega in Turin. 


UDINESE FACES FANE 


PASSPORT VERDICT 


r [: Italian Football but the fine suggested for 
League’s top disci- Udinese is the highest yet. 
Porceddu told the Italian 
recommended that Serie news agency ANSA last 
A club Udinese be fined week that the decision to 
five billion lire ($2.22 mil- call for a higher fine for 
lion) and that four of Udinese was based on the 
their players, accused of “number and status of the 
playing under false pass- directors involved”. 
Porceddu said verdicts in 


plinary official has 


ports, be banned for two 


S Veron out of the 2002 World Cup 
= finals. 

On Thursday the league’s prosecu- 
tor Carlo Porceddu recommended a 
two-year ban for Inter Milan's 
Uruguayan striker Alvaro Recoba, 
who faces similar charges to Veron, 

Porceddu has also pushed for two- 
year bans for AC Milan's Brazilian 
goalkeeper Nelson Dida and two for- 
mer AS Roma players — Brazilian 
Fabio Junior and Argentine Gustavo 
Bartelt. 

Veron is also due to appear in an 
Ttalian court on October 11 to face 
charges of gaining an Italian passport 
through false documentation, 


Juve hold 
onto Zidane 


rench _ international Moggi also dismissed talk 
| a Zinedine that Juve were looking to 
Zidane is staying in replace Dutch goalkeeper Edwin 

‘Turin, Juventus general man- Van der Sar. _ 
ager Luciano Moggi said last “If Juventus have ‘the best 
week, defensive record it is-also duc to 

Speculation in Spain has sug- Van der Sar. He has shown his 
gested that the former World technique and his.character. I is 
Player of the Year could be a difficult to find a better goal- 
transfer target for Real Madrid keeper than him,” said Moggi. 
but Moggi, who is respOnsible 
for Juve’s deals in the transfer 
market, said there was no ques- 
tion of selling Zidane. 

“Whatever is said in Spain 
doesn't affect us in the slight- 
est,” Moggi told reporters, “The 
agents and the radio stations are 
trying to bring him to Spain but 
he is not going.” 


Terim promises 
glory days 


years. the cases would not be 
The four players are made known until June 25 
Brazilians Alberto, Warley, — a week later than antici- 


Jorginho and Da Silva pated. 
The prosecutor said he 


while club _ officials 


Pierpaolo Marino, Sigfrido — wanted the Serie A relega- 


Marcatti and Gino Pozzi tion 


their role in the affair. 
The League’s prosecutor 


play-off between 
also face two-year bans for Reggina and Verona to be 
out of the way first. 

The cases also include 


Terim signed a two-year 

— contréct and replaces Cesare 

4s Maldini who returns to his pre- 

vious role as chief scout. 

Former Italy coach Maldini had 

acted as caretaker coach fol- 

| | lowing the dismissal of Alberto 

2 Zaccheroni in March. ee 
The move marks a swift 

return to Serie A for Terim who 

‘quit Fiorentina in February after 

just 20 games in charge. 

“1am very happy to be with 

Milan, | know I have arrived at 

a great club with a great team,” 


Terim told reporters at their 


tasaray boss. 
“| don't think clubs look at 
individual results when they are 
looking for a new coach,” sid 
Terim. The Turk had a stormy 
half season at Fiorentina where 
he constantly dashed with club 
president Vittorio Cecchi Gor. 
ButTerim said he did not 
anticipate any disputes with 
Milan president, Italian Prime 
Minister Sivio Berlusconi 


Carlo Porceddu has recom- 
mended two-year bans for 
all Serie A players involved 
in the false passports affair, 
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those of Lazio’s Argentine 
midfielder Juan Veron and 
Inter’s Uruguayan striker 
Alvaro Recoba. 


An italian policeman escorts Roma goalkeeper 
Francesco Antonioli (right) after he was stripped of 
his kit as thousands of Roma fans invaded the 
pitch after the Serie A match against Parma at the 
Rome Olympic stadium 17 June 2001. 


“I don't think there will be 
aiy problems with the presi 
dent of Milan. He has proved 
he is a very successful man,” 
said Terim, 
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Arsenal's new signing Giovanni van Bronckhorst poses with an Arsenal shirt, 
following a news conference at Highbury, London. The Dutch midfielder joined 
Arsenal from Glasgow Rangers for 8.5 million pounds (US $11.25 million). 


DI CANIO UNHAPPY OVER 


‘est Ham striker 
Paolo di Canio has 
launched a fresh 


attack on the Hammers board 
for appointing Glenn Roeder 
as their new boss, 

The 33-year-old Italian is 
convinced that a more high-pro- 
file manager should have been 
brought in to replace Harry 
Redknapp. 

Speaking about earlier com- 
ments made about his club's 
lack of ambition, Di Canio 
refused (0 retract his words, 

“My words often get sensa- 
tionalised, but not this time,’ he 
told The Mirror, 

“L stand by what 1 said and 
the club know this is exactly 
how I feel. I've repeatedly 
voiced my concerns to them, In 
fact, they kept telling me how 
much they valued my input and 
experience, Aftet all, I've won 
Sorie A titles and European tro- 
phies, I've played for Juventus, 
Milan-Lazio and Celtic. 

“Well, 1 told them-what I 
thought and they did the exact 
opposite, They listened to some 
of the young players at the club 
instead, 

“Naturally (ny not too happy 
about this. And, judging from 
the reaction from the fans, nei- 
ther are they, 

“AL the end of last season 
Paul Aldridge asked me what | 
thought of Glenn. I said he was a 
great coach and he should defi- 


_ Nitely stay on as an assistant. 


“But [also said { thought we 
needed an experienced figure, | 
sfill believe that” 

However, the Ttalian teas- 


sured the West Ham faithful that 
they need not worry just yet that 
di Canio could be on his way out 
of Upton Park, 

He added: “This is Glenn's 
big chance and | will be fighting 
tooth and nail alongside him 
“Who knows, maybe he will 
lead us to the Premiership title 
and prove himself in battle? | 
will do everything I can to make 
that happen. 

“Still, this does not change 
the fact that many fans feel 
betrayed and 1 feel that my 
views and those of others were 
not taken into account. 


‘Ha 
M 


‘oustapha 


NEW HAMMERS’ COACH 


Paolo di Canio 


“When I return to London, 
We're going (0 have a serious 
talk. 1 would hate to think that 
someone al the club was trying 
to push me out. 


may 


Arsenal lands Bronckhorst 
after injury scare 


jovani yan 
Bronckhorst 
endured a two-day 


fitness scare before com- 
pleting his £8.5 million 
move from Rangers to 
Arsenal last week. 

The Holland midfielder 
was introduced as an Arsenal 
player at Highbury after a 
pursuit that began midway 
through last season. 

His arrival took the spend- 
ing of Arsenal manager 
Arsene Wenger to £16.5m in 
a week after the £8m capture 
of striker Francis Jeffers 
from Everton. 

. But at one stage Van 
Bronckhorst’s transfer hung 
in the balance as Highbury 
medical staff ran rigorous 
{ests after his last season in 
Scotland was wrecked by 
groin problems. Van 
Bronckhorst said: “I have 
been examined for the last 
two days and I have seen a 
Specialist on these types of 
injuries. 

“He examined my groin 
and my stomach and gave me 
exer to do, but he gave 
me the all-clear and I feel fit 
now, 

“T spent the past two days 
ina hotel with my wife and 
father and it was a long wait, 
but I accepted it because I 
‘want to play for Arsenal. 

“I wasn’t worried in the 
beginning because | {eel real- 
ly good, but when things take 
so long:you do start to worry 


dji eyes Villa move 


become Aston Villa’s sec- 
ond Moroccan signing in a 


Aloisi talk to Crystal Palace after 
accepting a £1.5m_ bid, 
Newcastle are closing in on the £6m 


that maybe it won't go 
through. 

“T expected everything to 
be done on Monday but ! had 
to wail to the next morning 
before learning that every- 
thing was OK.” 

Van Bronckhorst suffered 
two lengthy lay-offs last sea- 
son as he underwent surgery 
on his damaged groin. But 


Wenger is satisfied that the 
first serious injury of the 26- 
year-old midfielder's career 
is behind him. 

Van Bronckhorst, having 
been told by Wenger that he 
will partner Patrick Vieira in 
the centre of Arsenal's mid- 
field, has set his sights on 
winning the Premiership 

He said: “I won the 


League in Scotland, now [ 
want to win it in England, 
Arsenal are close every sea- 
son and we must try to 
become champions, 

“I think Vieira is a great 
player. 1 feel we can be a 
good couple once we get 
used to each other, and 1 
hope we can be good togeth- 
er, 


rsenal have made 
another - dramatic 
statement of. 


Premiership intent by 
agreeing a £5million fee for 
Ipswich and England goal- 
keeper Richard Wright. 

The 23-year-old will 
become Arsenal's third sign: 
ing of the summer when he 
returns from a holiday in 
Cyprus at the end of the 
month. He will put his name 
to a five-year deal worth 
£50,000 a week that will 
increase the pressure on 
David Seaman, 

Having haggled for weeks 


with Feyenoord over a price™ 


for Poland goalkeeper Jerzy 
Dudek, Arsenal finally lost 
patience last weekend. 


while 


week. The Coventry forward is 
waiting for permission to speak to 
Villa while the two clubs thrash out 
a fee. 

How much the original £4.5million 
figure is reduced will depend on the 
valuation reached on Julian Joachim, 
who is heading in the opposite direc- 
tion as part of the deal. 

The moye comes days after Villa 
landed fellow Moroccan Hassan 
Kachloul, and Hadji said: ‘Villa are a 
big club. I would love the opportunity 
ta play with the likes of Paul Merson 
and David Ginola.” 

Villa manager John Gregory, who 
missed out on signing Frank Lampard 
from West Ham last week, said: ‘The 
details have still to be ironed out. 


Mostapha Hadji 


Julian is not short of admirers but if 
this deal can be done to suit both par- 
ties then we will be happy.” 

Coventry made way for Joachim’ s 
arrival by letting Australia striker John 


signing of Craig Bellamy. 

The former Norwich striker failed 
to impress in his first season at 
Highfield Road after being bought to 
replace Robbie Keane. 

He chose Coventry ahead of 
Newcastle, despite Bobby Robson try- 
ing to sign him. But Robson remains a 
confirmed admirer of the 21-year-old } 
Welsh international. 

Kachloul was unable to hide his j 
delight that Hadji was set to join him. 
He said: 

“Moustapha and myself are very 
close friends. If he came to Villa, I'd 
love it because he’s a fantastic player 
with great ability. I think it will be a 
great signing. Villa have big ambi- 
tions.’ ~ 


Wright's 
signing fol- 
lows last 
week's £8m 
arrival of 
striker Francis 
Jeffers fron 
Everton and 
the £8.5m cap- 


ture of 4 
Holland mid- r 
field player 
Giovanni van 
Bronckhorst 
from Rangers, CS 
With q 
Arsenal still in 
the hunt for |, 


“England 


defender Sol 

Campbell, they 

will already have committed 
themselves to more than 
£30m in transfer fees and 
wages by the time Arsene 
Wenger and his squad return 
for pre-season training on 
July 5, and it is clear the 
Highbury board is deter- 
mined to give Wenger all the 
backing he needs to launch a 
credible Premiership chal- 


fewcastle have been 

handed a UEFA Cup 
lifeline after they were 
given a place in this sum- 
mer's Intertoto Cup. 

The Football Association 
were approached by UEFA 
after one of the Spanish lub 
Malaga withdrew from the 
competition, which offers 
UEFA Cup berths to the win- 
ners of its three finals 

Malaga could not take up 
theit place in the competition 
because of the problems it 
would have caused over a 


SURPRISE EURO SLOT 
FOR NEWCASTLE - 


Richard Wright 


lenge to Manchester United. 
Wright, a product of 
Ipswich’s youth system, has 
made 29] first-team appear- 
ances. He has been a main- 
stay of the squad that has 
made remarkable progress 
under George Burley in the 
last two years, culminating 
in them qualifying for next 
season's UEFA Cup, 


shortened summer break for 
their players. 

‘From the English clubs 
which expressed an interest, 
Newcastle were the next high 
est team in the Premier 
League table after Aston Villa, 


Who had already been 
entered,” FA — spokesman 
Adrian Bevington said. 


“Newcastle accepted the 
invitation to play in the com- 
petition and will take their 
place in the third round which 
will take place on July 14/15 
and July 21," 
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World Rankings: 


(Valid until July 18) 


1 France 818 69 Burkina Faso 
2 Brazil 796. 70= Congo DR 

3 Argentina Ti 1= Cyprus 

4 ltaly. 747 10= Zimbabwe 

§ Portugal bse en) fy Was 

6 © Spain 733 74 Kuwait 

7 Czech Republic 726 = 75 Canada 

& Germany 720. 76 Macedonia FYR 
9 Netherlands 718 77 Estonia 

10. Paraguay 714 78= Bosnia-Herze. 
ll Yugoslavia 702-785. Georgia 

12° Romania 696-80 Senegal 

13 England 693. 81 New Zealand 
14 > Croatia 672 82 Cuba 

15 Mexico 610-83 Algeria 


16=. Denmark 665-84 Belarus 
[é= United States 665. 85=  Albunia 
18 Colombia. 660. 85= Haiti 

18 Norway «60-87. El Salvador 
20 Russia 659. 87+. Guinea 
“21 Sweden 657 89=. Indonesia 
22 Ireland Republic 641 89= Qatar 
23 Poland = 638 OL Gabon 
“2A South Africa 632-92 Congo 

25 Trinidad & Tobago628 93. Namibia 


Belgium = 626. :94-— Syria 
27 Saudi Arabia 621.95 Oman. 
128° Morocco «620,96. Armenia 
29 Tunisia = O17 97_Lithuania 
30° Slovakia = 616.98. Lebanon 
31 Turkey 61399 Jordan 
32 Scotland 61 100. Vietnam SR 
33) Japan 609, 101 Latvia 
34 Egypt 601 102 Moldova 
352 Chile 600 103 Kenya 
35=. Slovenia 600 104 Kazakhstan 
37. Korea Republic. $99 105. Northern Ireland 
38. Cameroon 597106 Wales 
39 Austria. = 596-107 Singapore 
40 Uniguay 501108 Barbados 
AL Israel 589 109 Mali 
42 Coled’ Ivoire | 584110 Malaysia 
43 Ukraine 583. L-Uganda 
44 Eeuador 582 112. Venezuela 
45 Nigeria $81 113 India 
46= Bulgaria 578 114 Panama 
= Costa Rica 578, 115 Libya 
48 Jamaica ST} 116 Turkmenistan 
49 Tran 570 117 Mozambique 
50. Austtalia 569 118 Sudan 
Honduras $68 -119= Bahrain 
Ieeland 565. 119= Paroe Islands 
Hungary 561 
Angola 559 
Greece 558 123. Madagascar 
Guatemala 550-124. Malawi 
Per 549.125. Fiji 
Zambia S47 126, Tahiti 
Finland 545127 Lesotho 
Thailand S41 128 StLucia 
Switzerland —-5S40.-—-129= St Kitts & Nevis” 
Ghana 537 129= St Vineent/Gre. 
§ China PR S27 
Unbekistan 525. 131= Swaziland 
UAB $19 133. Malta 
Bolivian 515-134 Sierra Leone 
- Togo oN 
Liberia 509 
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148= Liechtenstein 
148= Maldives 
150 Korea DPR. 
1Sl= Sri Lanka 
{51 Tanzania 


‘153 Antigua and Bar, 238 


184 
155 
156 
157. 


158 


159 
160 
161 
162 
163 
164 
165 
166 
167 
168 
169 
170 
ii 
2 
1B 
174 


175= Cook Islands 
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ve since 1991 and teams which have not 
jot appear in the fable. 


Dominica 


City, the BBC has reported. 


the BBC said. 
City coach 
Peter Taylor 
said: “Dennis 
is the kind of 
player that we 
could do with. 
He is a winner 
and will be a 
great asset. 
“There 
were times 
with us last 
season when 
maybe there 
weren't 
enough lead- 
ers on the 
pitch. Dennis 
is a leader and 
is still hungry 
to do well.” 
Wise, who 
also joined 
Chelsea for 


pounds in July 
1990, then the 


Wise quits 
Chelsea 
for Foxes 


helsea captain Dennis Wise is set for a 1.6 million 
pound move to premier league rivals Leicester 


Chelsea have accepted the offer and Wise himself has 
agreed personal terms, leaving only the 34-year-old mid- 
fielder’s medical to be completed for the deal to go through, 


1.6 million Dennis Wise: Shuts the door ona 
glittering Chelsea career. 


club's record signing, won two FA Cups, one League Cup, 
one European Cup Winners Cup and one European Super 
Cup during his 11 years with the west London club. 


Juninho 
joins Lyon 


lympique Lyon, runners-up in the French first 

division, have signed Brazilian international 

Juninho Pernambuco to reinforce their team 
for next season’s Champions League, 

Midfielder Juninho Pernambuco, capped seven times 
by Brazil, has played for Vasco da Gama since 1995. The 
26-year-old started his career with Sport Recife, 

The club said he signed a five-year contract and will 
replace French international Vikash Dhorasoo, who is 
leaving Lyon but has yet to finda new club 

Juninho Pernambuco’s transfer had been blocked by 
Yasco da Gama but Lyon president Jean-Michel Aulas 
said the legal dispute had been resolved in his club's 
favour by a Brazilian court last week. 


cial web page. 


ILLGNER, MADRID 
PART WAYS ~ 


lormer German then coach Fabio Capello in 
Poise goal- 1996. 

keeper Bodo fiigner In his first season he 
has reached an agreement helped Real to win the 
to end his contract with — league title and the follow- 


Real Madrid with effect ing year formed part-of the 
from June 30, the club side that defeated Juventus 
said, 


_1-0--in—the=final of “the 


©The door will always be Champions League and 
open to him at Real went on to win the World 
Madrid,” said the club's Club Cup against Vasco de 
sporting director “Jorge  Gamia. x 
Valdano on the club’s offi- 


But midway through last 
season the imposing 


Ilgner, who was capped German was dislodged 
54 times for his country and from his place in the first 
was a member of _ team by the rising star Iker 
Germany's 1990 World Cup Casillas and never managed 
winning side, was brought to recover his place in the 
tothe club from Cologne by starting line-up. 


Equatorial Guinea 87 
Brunei Darussalam: 86 


Papua New Guinea 62 


US Virgin Islands 48 


‘Turks and Caicos Is.22 


and disappointed that Moroccan 

international Hassan Kachloul has 
snubbed them and chosen fellow pre- 
mier league club Aston Villa instead. 

Midfielder Kachloul, who is available 
on a free transfer after the expiry of his 
contract with Southampton, said last week 
he had agreed to join Ipswich. 

But he held talks at Villa initially, 
Tuesday and, according to the Villa’s offi- 
cial website, is set to sign a three-year deal 
subject to a medical. 

The news surprised Ipswich, whose 
chairman David Sheepshanks and manag- 
er George Burley responded with a sirong- 
ly-worded statement. 

“At 2.00pm, we received a telephone 
message informing us that Hassan 
Kachloul has decided to break his verbal 
agreement to join Ipswich Town Football 
Club after personally pledging his future 
to us,” the statement read, 

“This news has come as a big shock as 
we trusted the word of Hassan and his 
agent as being their bond. 

“The player committed his future to this 
Club on his own website, expressing in 
detail why he had decided to join us. 

“It was only afier the player broke the 


| ex ‘Town say they are shocked 


news of our agreement on his website that 
we agreed with his agent to announce the 
move, notwithstanding the fact that he was 
abroad on holiday and wasn’t due to come 
to Ipswich until later in the week to com- 
plete the formalities. 

“This Club has shown great trust in 
Hassan Kachloul but unfortunately this 
has not been reciprocated. At the end of 
the day it is a huge disappointment for us 
but we must keep it in perspective, we 
have a very strong and united squad who 
are looking forward to competing in 
Europe.” 


Kachloul: Shocked Ipswich with 
late U-turn. 


‘onaco midfielder John Arne 

Riise has signed a five-year 

contract with Liverpool but 
a transfer fee is yet to be fixed by the 
two cluds. 

“I have signed a 
five-year contract 
with Liverpool after : 
agreeing personal eg 
terms and undergoing 
a medical with the 
club this afternoon,” John Arne 
the Norwegian interna- ~ piiga 


(aE 
RIISE SNUBS FULHAM FOR LIVERPOOL 


tional said. 

“However, this is not the end of the 
matter because for the deal to be 
finalised, Liverpool and Monaco have to 
agree on a transfer fee for me, 

“The Liverpool manager Gerard 
Houllier is now in Monaco negotiating 
with representatives from my current 
club and I hope they will agree a deal by 
the end of the day,” he told icons.com, 

Riise, 20, has struggled {0 hold a reg- 
ular place with Monaco this season after 
joining the club in December 1998. 


Thuram is Juve’s big cateh 


rench international defender 
Fi Thuram has left 

Parma and signed for 
Juventus, the Turin club said. 
‘Thuram has signed a five-year deal 
with the Serie A club, Juventus’ 
website said, without giving details 


of the transfer fee. 
Parma had earlier said they had 
reached agreement with both 


Juventus and Lazio and that the final 


cuador defender Ulises De 

la Cruz joined Scottish 

premier league side 
Hibernian on last week for a 
club record fee of 700,000 pounds 
($982,300). 

The 27-year-old, who played for 
Liga Deportiva Universitaria, 
signed a four-year contract for the 
Edinburgh club before being offi- 
cially unveiled at a news confer- 
ence at Easter Road stadium. 

Hibernian manager Alex 
MeLeish spotted De Ja Cruz on 
television when he saw the defend- 


Renadotan stur 
heads for hlilbs 


choice was up to the player. 

A 1998 World Cup and 2000 
European championship winner with 
France, Thuram has long been linked 
with a move away from Parma, 
where he has spent the past five sea- 
sons, 

‘Thuram said he was sure he had 
made the right decision. 

“I spoke with some team mates 
and with other people and I had a few 


er score in a World Cup tie against 
Brazil and went to Ecuador to 
watch him against Peru before 
moving for the 42-times capped 
player, 

McLeish believes De la Cruz 
can strengthen his side which fin- 
ished third in the league last season 
and reached the Scottish Cup Final, 
which they lost to Celtic. 

“Ulises is without doubt a very 
good player and 1 am confident that 
once he settles in this country, he 
will be an asset to the club,” 
McLeish said. 


questions to ask. But I was compelled 
to join Juve — they are the best club 
there is,” Thuram said. 

Juventus have had the best defen- 
sive record in Serie A for the past two 
seasons and Thuram said he hoped 
for another tight season at the back. 

“L hope we will continue to be the 
hardest defence to beat, otherwise 
they will say it is because of me. But 
joking apart, I am glad to be here. 

“T have enjoyed the last five years 
but I wanted to join a stronger club. 
The history of football shows that it 
is generally the same big clubs at the 
top. 
“T chose Juve because I wanted to 
satisfy my desire to win,” said the 29- 
year-old. 

Thuram will join fellow French 
internationals Zinedine Zidane and 
David Trezeguet in Turin, creating a 
Gallic spine to the team. 

“I have had the fortune to play 
with Zidane at national team level 
and he is a great player and a man of 
great humility. In Italy, people are not 
yet fully aware of Trezeguet’s rea 
strength — he is a top class striker,” 
added Thuram. 

Juventus also presented new coach 
Marcello Lippi at a news conference 
after he was named as Carlo 
Ancelotti’s replacement on penulti- 
mate Sunday. 


* son, Roma said in a statement. 


season last year. 

Lilian Thuram: Now to face 

boots for Juventus. 
* 


ROMA GOES 
BRAZILIAN 


‘ewly-crowned Italian champions AS Roma signed 
Brazilian midfielder Francisco Lima from Bologna 


last week for 13 billion lire ($5.76 million). 
Lima signed a three-year contract starting from next sea- 


The 30-year-old has played in Brazil, Turkey and 
Switzerland in a long and varied career, He joined Serie A 
side Lecce in July 1999 and played for Bologna for a single 


He joins compatriots Aldair, Emerson, Cafu, Marcos 
Assuncao and Zago in a Brazilian-dominated Roma squad, 


Schmeichel bows 


out of Sporting 


eteran Danish goal- 
keeper Peter 
Schmeichel has quit 


Sporting Lisbon after declin- 
ing an option to stay another 


right time for both of 

us to move on,” 

Schmeichel-said in a 

statement on Friday. 2 
The 37-year-old . 


year with the former former Danish inter- 


national and 
Manchester United 
playér did not speci- 
fy whether he would 
continue to play pro- 


Portuguese champions. 

“[ have really enjoyed my 
time in Lisbon, joining Sporting 
has been a fantastic experience, 
however, I think now is the 


fessional soccer. 
“IT am now going 


to take a well- 
deserved 


Zahovic bonds — 
NOW A RANGER 


with Benfica 


lovenian —_ forward 
Zlatke Zahovic has 


before considering a 
number of options ee 

that are available (0 peter Schmeichel: Quits after two 
me both on and off successful years at Sporting Lisbon. 


the field,” the state- a A P 
ca tadien) beat Germany to win the 


Vue 


around $1.75 million a year 
while Valencia should get a 


agreed to join Benfica $8.75 million compensation, F = ae European championship in 
from Valencia. A contract Zahovic, 30, had com- angers have agreed a deal with Borussia}. Schmeichel = maved 19 97 and played his final match 
was signed last week plained the Spanish club had Dortmund for the German club’s interna- Tk a sf ae beeinning atthe (0 Manchester United in the 
‘Thursday. not given him enough oppor- tional midfielder Christian Nerlinger. 1999/2000 season, which saw sensational 2-1 win over 


Bayern Munich in the 1999 
Champions League final. He 
made his 129th and final inter-~ 
national appearance for his 
country in April. . 


PSG unveil 
new quartet 


aris St Germain have 27, also signed a three-year 
signed four new 
recruits to reinforce 


contract from St Etienne 
while young~ Luxembourg 
their defence next season, 
the club said last week. 


international Stephane Gillet 
becomes PSG's third-choice 

Spaniard Cristobal, a 34- 
year-old defender with six 


goalkeeper. 
caps for his country, signed 


lunities. Three seasons ago 
he had a spell with Porto. 

“I feel very good about 
going back to Portugal,” he 
said. 


“The negotiations went as 
expected and-we reached an 
agreement with which were 
both satisfied,” Zahovic told 
Reuters in a telephone inter- 


No fee was disclosed but the Scottish club's chair- 
man David Murray said that financial terms had been 
agreed by the clubs and Nerlinger would now discuss 
details of a contract with Rangers officials. 


the Lisbon side bag their first 
Portuguese premiership title in 
18 years. 

Schmeichel helped Denmark 


view. “The mentality there suits “We have agreed terms with Dortmund for Christian 
According to Slovenian me, I see Portugal as my sec- Nerlinger and he is travelling to Scotland in the next 
media, Zahovic has agreed to ond homeland.” few days to discuss personal terms,” Murray told the 


Zlatko Zahovic 


Michel 
Michel, 54, has spent 

the majority of his coach- 
ing career with national 
teams — he was in charge 
of Morocco in the 1998 
World Cup finals in 
France — although he 
had a spell in 1990-91 in 


a four-year contract. worth 


Rangers website. 

-“We are reasonable hopeful of sorting everything out 
and we will be signing a very strong player who we 
think will be a great addition to the playing staff.” 

Left-sided Nerlinger is seen as replacement for Jorg 
Albertz, who left Rangers to join his old club Hamburg 
SY last month. 

Murray paid tribute to the part played by former 
Dutch international Jan Wouters, the new assistant to 
Rangers manager Dick Advocaat, in the talks with 
Dortmund. 

“Jan Wouters had a strong influence in the deal,” 
Murray said. 


* third place in the 1986 
World Cup finals in 
Mexico, has been 
appointed coach"of Aris 
oS Salonika, the Greek 
club announced last 
week. 
The experienced 


The club said Brazilian 
star striker Ronaldinho would 


coach, who steered is = = nee oa for one year from Espanyol. be in the French capital on 
his country to third place Bes of Paris St . ‘He knew him from his team with Bayern and saw ‘Argentina's Gabriel Wednesday to finalise his 
in the 1986 World Cup Germain. him develop into the type of player who earned six five-year contract in spite of a 


Heinze, 23, signed a three- 
year contract from 
Valladolid. Heinze started 
with Newell’s Old Boys and 
joined Valladolid in 1997. 

Left back Lionel Potillon, 


“{ am looking forward 
to working with Aris, 
which is one of the top 
five teams in Greece,” 
Michel told the club’s 
official website 


caps for Germany. 

“There were offers from other clubs but Jan con- 
vinced him to come to talk to us so he is having an 
effect for Rangers already.” 


finals in Mexico, met 
with Aris owner Dimitris 
Kontominas in Athens to 
sign a one-year contract 
for an undisclosed 
amount. 


Tegal dispute with his 
Brazilian club Gremio. 
Russian. defender Igor 
Yanowski has signed with 
CSKA Moscow, PSG added. 


jormer 
“ France 
trainer Henri 


Michel (above), who 
steered his country to 
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(Left photo) Japan’s Shohel-tkeda (left), jumps past Joshua Kennedy from Australia to head 
the ball during their opening match of the FIFA Youth World Championship, last week wi 
which Australia won 2-0. 


(Top) Gregory Owen (centre) of Australia, celebrates after scoring his team’s second goal 
against Japan, with his teammates Joshua Kennedy (left) and Daniel Vasilevski, at the 
ongoing FIFA Youth World Championship. 


(Bottom right) Australia's Gregory Owens (C) is congratulated by his teammates after he 
scored’against Angola in their final first round match of the FIFA World Youth 
Championship played at the Newell’s Old Boys Stadium in Rosario. 


(Bottom Left) Australian U20 striker, Joshua Kennedy (left) and Czech Pavel Besta Jump to 
head for the ball in their first round game of the FIFA World Yous Championship, which 
the Czechs won 3-0. 


